The Miss Watervliet contest is Saturday
night and the Mr. Watervliet contest is
Sunday... See Page 7. See Page 8
for a salute to the queen candidates.
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Help for the needy at holiday time;
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Watervliet

ound innocent of violation of state laws

City Clerk sends documents to prosecutor’s
office to “settle allegations once and for all”

By Lynn Attila
Watervliet City Clerk Jan Kelly told
commissioners she had forwarded
copies of City documents on to Berr-
ien County Assistant Prosecuting At-
torney Cara Wilkinson, at Wilkinson's
request, during the course of the regu-

Free HIN1

As of this week, the Berrien County
Health Department and the Van Buren
County Health Department will begin
vaccinating all people against HINI.
There are no restrictions on who can
be vaccinated and there is no charge

for the HIN1 vaccine.
BERRIEN COUNTY

Any person desiring a vaccine can

come to the following clinics:
* Thursday, December 10 - Watervliet
Saint Joseph Catholic School, 188
Lucinda Lane, Watervliet; 3:00-7:00
p.m.

* Monday, December 14 - First
Church of God, 2627 Niles Avenue,
Saint Joseph; 2:00-6:00 p.m.

There will be additional community
clinics that will be open to the public,
scheduled to begin the week of Dec-
ember 14, Please stay tuned for more
information as it becomes available.

Although we have seen relatively
lower levels of flu activity in our com-
munity in recent'weeks, HIN1is still
circulating. Traditionally, flu does
come in multiple waves throughout
the season. Now is an excellent time

lar monthly City Commission meeting
Tuesday, December 8. Forwarded
documents included minutes concern-
ing budget, ad hoc committees, and
emergency administration.

Kelly said the research hours in-
volved in the project were intense and

the paperwork was extensive. On
Tuesday alone, she reported faxing
over 38 pages of documentation.

The request for the document copies
from Assistant Prosecutor Wilkinson
stems from charges brought against
the City by resident David Flaherty.

flu shots available to all

to make sure that you and your loved
ones are protected from this influenza
virus.

Adults and children 10 years and
older will need only one dose of the
vaccine. Children 9 years and younger
will need two doses of vaccine four
weeks apart. Children under 6 months
are too young to be vaccinated.

Please check the Berrien County
Health Department Website at
www.bchdmi.org for the most current
information on the HINI and season-
al flu.

For further questions, please call the
Health Department at (269) 927-5636
(Benton Harbor); (269) 684-2800,
extension 5636 (Niles); or (269) 756-
2008 (Three Oaks).

VAN BUREN COUNTY

Any person desiring a vaccine can
come to one of the following clinics:
South Haven L.C. Mohr High School,

located at 600 E!Bnb%iueet, South
Haven - Wednesday, Décember 9,
5:30-8:00 p.m.

Van Buren ISD Technology Center,

located at 250 South Street, Lawrence
- Tuesday, Dec. 15, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Dowagiac Middle School, located at
57072 Riverside Drive Street, Dowa-
giac - Thursday, Dec, 17, 5:30-8:00
p.m.

HARTFORD OFFICE
BYAPPOINTMENT ONLY
Please call (269) 621-3143

Friday, December 11
Friday, December 18

SEASONAL FLU

Seasonal flu vaccine is now avail-
able! Seasonal flu clinics have been
scheduled for Friday, December 11, at
the Hartford office of the Health De-
partment; and Wednesday, December
16, at the Paw Paw office of the
Health Department. Please call (269)
621-3143 to schedule an appointment.

Please check the Van Buren/Cass
Dilffict Health Department Website at
www.vbeassdhd.org for the most cur-
rent information on the HIN | and sea-
sonal flu.

Flaherty, unhappy with the way the
City is being managed, leveled char-
ges against Mayor Roger Prince and
commissioners Danny Gray and
David Brinker suggesting not only
mismanagement of the City but possi-
ble fraud.

Wilkinson previously reported he had
submitted FOIA (Freedom of Infor-
mation Act) documentation to the Of-
fice of the Berrien County Prosecuting
Attorney contending the Mayor had
been absent from mandatory meetings
more than allowed by the City Char-
ter; an unsubstantiated amount of
finance meetings were held, attended
only by commissioners Danny Gray
and David Brinker, without supervi-
sion of the City Manager as mandated
per the City Charter, and meeting sti-
pends ($45 per Commissioner ner
meeting) were paid out without vali-
dation of corresponding meeting min-
utes; and a private consulting firm was
paid unauthorized monies beyond its
existing contract for unauthorized
work.

On November 17, 2009, Wilkinson
reported the Office of the Prosecuting
Attorney found the City of Watervliet
“in no violation of state law™ and none
of Flaherty’s allegations had proved to
be “criminal.” She said the allegations
could possibly be in violation of the
City’s Charter but that was not “with-
in the scope of this office to handle.”

Flaherty’s response to Wilkinson's
decision was to re-address the situa-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

THE PANORAMA...of Christmas decorations greeting visitors at the end of this Coloma street is a neighborhood effort.

Christmas decorations “light up” Bellwood in Coloma

By Chrissy Meek

Santa Claus, reindeer, candy canes,
and blinking lights on a white bed of
snow... it’s all part of the Christmas
spirit. And what better way to cele-
brate the season than by getting the
family together, hopping in the car,
and going to see the Christmas lights
around town.

Many people love to decorate the
inside of their house with Christmas
trees and holiday villages, but a select
few break out all the big lights and fig-
urines that light up the whole yard.
Sometimes it’s just one house that
stands out amidst the bland back-
ground, but for some it’s a passion the
whole neighborhood jumps in to
enjoy.

Such is true on Bellwood, behind
Hair Innovations in Coloma. The
breathtaking beauty of color is a big
car stopper. Each house blends in with
the next in telling a story of Christ-
mas. The nativity scene is in one yard;
Santa on his sleigh is in the next one.
It surely is a sight to see.

The question is, Who puts all of this
“magic” together?

It started out about 30 years ago as a
family tradition for Phillip and Dar-
lene Gatchell. “We love to make peo-
ple happy. | love to see the babies’
faces smile,” stated Darlene.

She shared the joyful story of getting

to see her great-niece get so excited

this year with all the lights. Darlene
continued, “We used to love going to
see the Christmas lights ourselves;
that it became an inspiration to us.”
Phillip exuberantly told me, “I love to
dress up as Santa Claus on the week-
ends and pass out candy canes while
getting pictures with the kids. In fact,
this Saturday I will be at it again.”

He went on to say, with a chuckle,
that his shed in the back of the house
is “Santa’s Workshop.”

Phillip and Darlene are not alone in
this adventure of lights. Phillip’s
brother and sister-in-law, Richard and
Sharon Gatchell; and his nephew and
wife, Darrold and Kelly, live next to
them and help in the decorating.

One of the fondest memories Phillip
and Darlene have shared during this
light spectacular was the year a little
boy drove by with his dad.

Phillip was out in the yard in his
Santa Claus suit and the boy yelled
out, “Where are Santa’s reindeer?”

Phillip replied, “They are in my
Workshop in the back.”

At that point, the little boy tried
everything he could to beg his dad to
take him back to the Workshop.
Phillip and Darlene just embraced the
enjoyment in the boy’s eyes. “People
see the lights from the main road and
it attracts them,” Darlene said
She told me how one night two men
were on duty in their ambulance and

were driving by. One of the guys saw
the lights and wanted to stop, so the
guy driving turned the vehicle back
around and came to see the bright
Christmas lights.

The process of putting the lights up
takes some time. They said they start
putting them up in October and keep
going until Thanksgiving. They try to
spend a little time every day putting
some strands up. Funny, though, how
every year they have also collected
more and more. Once the lights are
up, they keep them lighted from the
day after Thanksgiving until the New
Year. They turn them on about 5:00
every night and keep them on until
about 9:30 p.m.

“The Clapping Santa you won’t want
to miss,” said Phil. On their porch just
by the front door sits a huge Santa
Claus. He went on, “He will talk if
you just clap.”

They said the traffic for them can get
really busy. They notice people com-
ing by more on the weekends, but all
during the week as well. People will
stop and get out, “‘as long as they don’t
freeze their tail off,” says Darlene

They have even noticed that they get
as many senior citizens out as they do
families with children. “It’s the pertect
thing to do for all ages,” Phil said

| asked them, now that they have all
their lights up for other people to

admire, just how they will spend their

Christmas.

They told me they have a big family
get-together planned at their house
this year. 1 have seven brothers and
sisters and we usually go to my sis-
ter’s house, but this year we are hav-
ing the family here,” replied Darlene.
Phillip and Darlene plan on keeping
the tradition going for as long as pos-
sible. “Knock on wood,” exclaimed
Darlene, “‘as long as we can.”

When Phil Gatchell isn’t putting up
lights on the weekend, you might
catch “Santa”™ near his Workshop.

(Chrissy Meek photo)

Police
& Fire
Reports

Compiled by Annette Christie

Watervliet man jailed
for kidnapping and
assault with a

dangerous weapon

A Watervliet man landed in the Ber-
rien County Jail after holding two
women at knifepoint last Tuesday,
the Watervliet-

December 2, in
Coloma area.

Davy Dwayne
Hall, 46, is be-
ing held on two
counts of kid-
napping, two
counts of armed
robbery, two
counts of un-
lawful impris- Hall
onment, two counts of assault with a
dangerous weapon, domestic vio-
lence, and illegal entry.

Hall was arraigned Wednesday, Dec.
3, in Berrien County Trial Court and is
being held on $250,000 bond.

Coloma Charter Township Police

Chief Randel Pompey said officers
were dispatched at 11:00 am. to
Randy’s BP at Church and Center
streets. Upon their arrival, they were
-told by workers that they had assisted
a woman from a knife-wielding
attacker. After the worker intervened,
the male ran from the gas station.

Police found Hall in a vacant apart-
ment about two blocks away. He had
broken into the unit.

According to police reports, the vic-
tim told police that Hall, her boy-
friend, physically assaulted her after
she returned home from the bank with
a friend. Pompey said the victim was
told she and her friend would be killed
if they didn’t give Hall all of their
money and assistance in leaving the
state. The victim was assaulted again
before Hall ordered them at knifepoint
to turn over their money, almost
$1,200, and their cell phones. He
forced them into a vehicle and ordered

them to drive south.

The victim told police she suggested
to Hall that they would need gas for
the trip and convinced him to stop at
Randy’s. After parking near a pump,
the victim ran into the store and was
followed by Hall.

Store employees confronted Hall,

telling him police were on their way,
and he ran.

Four arrested
for active meth lab

On December 4, Berrien County
Sheriff’s Department received infor-
mation on an active methampheta-
mine “cook” taking place at 7604 Red
Arrow Highway, Lot #78, in Water-
vliet Charter Township.

The Narcotics Unit, along with offi-
cers from the Road Patrol, Watervliet
Township Patrol, Watervliet City Po-
lice Department and Coloma Town-
ship Police Department, responded to
that location. Once inside, the officers
located four subjects inside the resi-
dence.

During a search, the officers located
and dismantled a methamphetamine
laboratory. Officers determined that
an “active cook™ had just been com-

pleted. Officers seized a small amount
of processed meth as well as numer-
ous ingredients and components used
in the manufacturing. Officers also lo-
cated and seized seven firearms,
which were inside the residence. as

well as $156 in cash

lhe four subjects were arrested and
lodged at the Berrien County Jail
pending their arraignment in Berrien

County Tnal (

ourt
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Enjoyed the story
on women in

military service

Dear Editor,
The article on the history of women
in military service, in my opinion, is
great and appropriate for Pearl
Harbor Day since that was what it
took for Congress to pass the bill es-
tablishing the women’s Army Auxi-
liary Corps. I thank you for publish-
ing it. Times have certainly changed.
Thank you.
Janet Allkins

Coloma Jr. High
Artworks! Art
Club Stockings

for Soldiers
project

Dear Editor,

This year will be the sixth consecu-
tive year that the students of the Co-
loma Jr. High Artworks! Art Club
will be sending holiday cheer to
troops fighting in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

CJHS Artworks! will spend the next
two weeks collecting items and dona-
tions for the troops. We will then
make our annual shopping trip to buy
items we are short on and then spend
many hours packing boxes for our

troops overseas.

We count on donations of items and
money each year from Southwest
Michigan and Northern Indiana to
send these items to our troops. We
also count on people from these areas
to send names of relatives and friends
who are serving in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Stockings for Soldiers began as a
way to empower young people to
make a difference for those serving
overseas. This has been an important
part of Artworks! Art Club’s com-
mitment to change the community,
and the world, through art.

Each year, the Art Club and many
wonderful parents donate their time
and materials to create literally hun-
dreds of Christmas stockings for each
person in a platoon, unit, or flight.
The stockings are (almost always)
sewn by volunteers, and then the Art
Club decorates the stockings with the
troop’s name (i1f known).

The club also creates and collects
handmade cards and letters from
Coloma schools and any other school
or people who would like to donate a
card or letter of support.

Over the past six years, CJHS
Artworks! Art Club has sent over
2,000 stockings and over 5,000
pounds of items and cards to our
troops. This project has been met
with heartfelt gratitude from many
people serving overseas.

Here are some quotes from past ser-
vicemen and women that have bene-
fited from our packages:

“Today, 28th December, I received

Karl’s

- Kolumn

By Karl Bayer, Editor and Publisher

LET THERE BE DARK...The beep-beep-beep of the smoke detector woke
me at 2:03 a.m. Tuesday, December 1, to warn me the power had gone off...
gone off as in some 2,100 Watervliet homes and businesses were without elec-
tricity since a tree limb had torn down some transmission wires out on Paw

Paw Avenue.

I went back to bed, figuring there was not a thing 1 could do about it. The
house was warm, it was night, the full moon lighted up the neighborhood like

twilight August... ZZZ-2Z77.

When [ awoke at 5:30, it was still dark, really dark. The moon was setting.

I dressed by candlehght, pulled the emergency release cord on the garage
opener. and was startled by the glare of the headlights as they illuminated the
garage and then the yard as | backed out on the street. It was really dark.

I hear the term “hght pollution™ many times. The term means the amount of
light from millions of sources obscured the beauty of the naturally occurring
dark. Even when the “lights™ are off, there is still light invading the dark from
the neighbors, from the street lights, from cars on the road, from the glowing
screens of the ubiquitous television set.

But let the power go out at night and there is no light “leaking” from any-
where. Then 1t 1s really dark. The stars in the night sky are brighter and “‘clos-
er.” The horizon disappears in the night sky.

I drove my car back into the driveway; turned off the engine; killed the head-
lights that were polluting the natural beauty of the stillness and dark just before
dawn. | drank in and enjoyed the “unnaturalness™ of it all; pitch-black dark,
still, peaceful.

Then | got back into the car: “drove uptown to the shop”; the streets were all
dark and silent. My car’s headlights were invading the dark. A car pulled up
close behind me, almost like it was seeking comfort. (Then I noticed I was
creeping along at 15 mph and the frustrated driver behind was trying to speed
me up.)

By then I got to the Record office; the streets were dark... the only lights were
from emergency systems on some buildings and the flashing yellow lights of
an AEP truck on the comer. Men were up in the hydraulic bucket, working on
the wires.

In the minute 1t took for me to unlock the door in the dark, the lights came
back on; the dark, the feeling of peace and quiet, all vanished with the light. |
was kind of sorry to see it gone.

MDOT GUARDRAILS RESPONSE...] wrote here last week that | wasn't
sure of the safety tradeoff for the new cable guardrails being installed on the
freeways. My main concern was the shadows cast across the roadway when the
headlights of oncoming cars shimmered through them and off the reflectors on
the posts.

As “luck™ would have it, | got a press release from Nicholas Schirripa at
MDOT on the guardrail project; most notable the cost efficiency and the scope
of the project. So I sent him a copy of the Karl's Kolumn noting my concerns.

Nick wrote, “Thanks, Karl. | appreciate the nod. | also hope you'll make a lit-
tle space in your column for how safe cable guardrails can be. Certainly we
understand there will be issues we need to address - we're already
looking into the ‘shadow’ issue - but we are confident our investment
in cable guardrails will improve the overall safety of our roadways.”

In the interest of faimess and public information... this is the “scoop™ from
MDOT... “MDOT is installing cable guardrail along 280 miles of highway
medians, in place of steel guardrails and concrete barriers, to stop vehicles
from crossing into oncoming traffic - often with devastating consequences.”

“Cross-median crashes are three times more deadly than other freeway crash-
es. Cable guardrail is expected to reduce cross-median crashes by an estimat-
ed 90 percent. Cable guardrail reduces the severity of crashes and is a very
cost-effective safety measure when compared to other barriers. Cable barrier 1s
designed to prevent a vehicle from crossing into lanes of oncoming traffic. The
cable also absorbs most of the impact, preventing the vehicle from bouncing
back into traffic. MDOT is installing cable guardrail along some medians with
a history of median crossover crashes. Cable guardrail will run along select
portions of median as wide as 70 feet. MDOT expects cable guardrail to save
13 lives and prevent S| incapacitating injuries a year.

“MDOT is investing $40 million over three years in the 280-mile cable
guardrail program. According to state and federal regulations, the funding can-
not be spent on other transportation projects, and cable barrier is the most cost-
effective safety barrier available
- Cable barrier: $14-316 per foot
- Steel “W-beam™ guardrail: $28-$33 per foot
- Concrete barner: $80 per foot or more.”

So there you have it; the cable barriers are by far the cheapest

| just don’t know how the “cost effective safety barrier available” will equate
if just one fatal accident is caused by some confused motorist swerving to miss

n the road
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your care package filled with food,
goodies, toiletries and, most impor-
tantly, cards and letters from home.
The candy was devoured by my co-
workers and fellow paramedics, each
filling their pockets full like Christ-
mas stockings. Boxes of goodies
around here don’t tend to last very
long.”

“We each took turns reading your
letters and cards and are equally
thankful to know there are individu-
als like yourselves which - through
kindness - think of others who are
also away from their own families
during the holidays. We sincerely
accept your gratitude and kindness of
heart. Many of my co-workers have
children; some of which are your
very age and, through your kindness,
brought a smile to each and every
face during these difficult holidays.”
“Thank you all so very much for all
the stockings. We really appreciate
them. We are going to decorate our
work area with all of them. Oh, ex-
cept the one in my room. Thank each
and every one of you forall your ef-
forts.to.make us have a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year.

“We also appreciate all the goodies
you sent. We have young men in our
section who eat all the time so they
really appreciate the food.”

If you would like to be a part of this
wonderful project, please send dona-
tions and make checks payable to
Coloma Jr. High. Send them to:
Coloma Jr. High Art Department

320 St. Joseph Street
Coloma, Ml 49038

* Please write “Art Club” in the
memo line on your check.

You can also e-mail us at artworks
4kids@yahoo.com.

You can drop off donations of items
at the Coloma Jr. High School’s of-
fice, or we are also willing to pick up
donations of items needed. Please
see the list below of items we will be
sending.

Please remember as you sit down to
your holiday meals that there are
thousands of troops who will not be
able to be at home with their family
and friends and that this is a wonder-
ful way to support local youth who
are trying to make a difference in the
lives of these heroic people.

List for troops:

Candy (any kind that won't melt)

Gum

Ramen Noodles/Cup o’ Noodles, all
flavors

Instant Hot Cereal

Microwave Popcomn

Pop Tarts

Little Debbie or Hostess Snack
Cakes

Packaged Tuna

Fruit Snacks

Hand/Foot Warmers

ChapStick

Deodorant

Shampoo/Conditioner

Feminine Hygiene Products

Body Wash, men’s and women's

Tube Socks, men’s and women's

Small Toys/Beanie Babies

Coloma ArtWorks Club

Watervliet PTO
thankful for Fun
Fair donations

Dear Editor,

The Watervliet PTO held its annual
Fun Fair on Saturday, November 9
[he weather was great and the kids

had a blast.

What really made the event extra
special, though, was all the generous
businesses that donated either cash or
merchandise to the annual raffle.

We would like to extend a huge
thank-you to the following:

Great Lakes Truck & Auto ($150
cash), The wHAIRhouse salon ($100
cash), Sharon Yoder at State Farm
Insurance ($50 cash), Mac’s Brakes
($50 cash), Lifestyle Chiropractic
($50 cash), Contours ($50 cash),
Priebe’s Creative Woodworking ($50
cash), Waffle House of America ($20
gift certificate);

Courtyard By Marriott (one free
night’s stay), Watervliet Wesco ($25
card), Courtney Smalley at The

wHAIRhouse (gift basket), Doreen
Hess (Whirlpool Workspace), Wilbur
-Ellis (tools), Coloma Pizza Hut (lots
of free food), Pepsi-Cola/Rick Liles
(free pop); 5/3 Bank/Tina Tucker
(duffle bag, umbrellas, clips & pens),
Sidetrack Cafe ($10 gift certificate),
Nikki Priebe (Mary Kay gift basket),
and TJ's Sports Bar & Grill (four free
pizzas).

Please, when you stop by these busi-
nesses, let them know how much you
appreciate their support of our
schools! We wouldn’t be able to do
this without all of you. You are great-
ly appreciated!

Sincerely,
The Watervliet PTO

The

Back

Fence

By Anne Bayer, Co-publisher

And so it begins... the wet and the
blowing and the ice and the slipping
and sliding. I almost fell out of my
car on Friday when one of my legs
went one way and | went to other. |
truly felt that 8 o’clock in the morn-
ing is too soon to give the public
something to giggle at, and I should
not be the source of those giggles.
Our family, meaning the Trottiers,
had the curse of laughter and the rea-
son | say curse is at times it did get us
in trouble. I can remember being
asked to leave many a classroom due
to the giggles. One time many years
back, Mom and I had to leave church
for the very same reason. | am now
this OLDER lady and I can fess up to
the crime of the giggles.

My brother, Richard, is a very digni-
fied man and many years back he was
helping one of the family members
load the car during a snowstorm and
after a Christmas party. My father
watched from the front window,
ready with cloth in hand to giggle.
Richard went around the car with his
arms full of packages stacked up high
and all Dad said he saw was the pack-
ages fly up in the sky and then he
heard the thump. Dad begin to laugh
he knew what had occurred and only
laughed at what he thought he saw.
When Richard came in the house, he
could not make eye contact with Dad
... for the laughing would start all
over again and also because he was

very sore.

There were times when it was not
appropriate to laugh but, still, on they
come and we try to hide them but it
does not always work.

We used to ice-skate at the Detroit
Fairgrounds skating rink and we all
loved our nightly attempts to become
Olympic champs. Dad would watch
from the sidelines, for his age prohib-
ited him from doing his moves. He
was a really good figure skater.

One time, he spotted this older lady
on the rink in a pink tutu and with lit-

“tle pink balls on her skates; and the

whole ensemble followed suit. She
was hollering to her husband to watch
her moves on the ice.

Yep, you guessed it; she went down
in a cloud of pink and my dad was
laughing so hard he almost got sick to
his stomach. But when the husband
realized that my father was laughing
at his wife, Dad had to make a quick
retreat.

So, at times, laughter is a curse... oh
but what a curse.

Sometimes it is so hard to laugh, but
my dad would still bring a light spot
to all of our lives. We sure could use
his ability to see the lighter side of
life at this time when our Polly is
going through her surgery.

Oh, Dad, where are you now?

P.S. Please pray for our little Polly.
Her first surgery is Thursday, Decem-
ber 17.

Anne Bayer, Advertising Sales
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Spiritual
Compass
Points

By Pastor David C. Helms
Plymouth Congregational Church

God keeps His
promises

Choices for leisure reading don’t usu-

ally include the Old Testament book
of Micah. Micah is the “minor™ pro-
phet whose writing contains the prom-
ise of a deliverer who would come
from Bethlehem.

Micah 5:2 states: “But thou, Bethle-
hem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.” (KJV)

When the wise men came looking for
the one born “king of the Jews,” they
were informed of this very passage by
Jerusalem’s religious leaders. The
king would come from Bethlehem.

When we couple the Micah passage
with another one in Isaiah 9:6, we
come to the child part: “For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty
God, the Everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.” (KJV)

Biblical prophecy is like a promise
from God, and sometimes the promis-
es have both “close-in" and “far-off”
applications. These two prophecies
are like that. It’s kind of like seeing
the Rocky Mountains for the first
time. Coming across the Colorado
plains, you can see Pikes Peak and
many other “Front Range™ mountains.
Very beautiful and very exciting. But
taking the cog raillway from Manitou
Springs to the top of Pikes Peak, you
will be amazed at what’s behind that
Front Range. Only then do you begin
to see the fuller panorama of the
Rocky Mountains.

Jesus’ first coming (or first “advent™)
is the front range. His second coming
will be even more dynamic. Only then
will we begin to see the fuller panora-
ma of His true identity.

God kept His Christmas Child prom-
ise. He'll keep His Prince of Peace
promise too.

News

from

Lansing

By Rep. John Proos

1-800-772-1213

Social Security & you

By Vonda VanTil, Social Security
Public Affairs Specialist

Deck the halls;
hold the calls

The holiday season is upon us and
many people will be singing along
with their favorite seasonal songs.

So go ahead - sing your.“Jingle
Bells™ and ring your “Silver Bells” -
but hold your calls if your business
can wait until after the holidays.

For years, Social Security has told
the public that the busiest time for our
field offices and for our toll-free tele-
phone number is early in the week
and early in the month; so if your
business can wait, it's best to contact
us at other times.

The same advice applies to the holi-
day time, especially the week be-
tween Christmas Eve and New
Year’s. So if you must do business
with Social Security during the holi-
days, you may experience more busy
signals and longer wait times.

As an alternative, we suggest you
consider going online to www.social
security.gov, where we have a wealth
of information and online services
available. You can apply online for
retirement or disability benefits or
check on the status of your pending

application.

If you are already a Social Security
beneficiary, you can go online to
change your address, phone number
or your direct deposit information,
get a replacement Medicare card, or
request a proof of income letter.

If you get an opportunity to visit our
Website at www.socialsecurity.gov,
you may save yourself a call or a trip
all together. But if you do need to
speak to a Social Security representa-
tive, we’ll be there for you.

Vonda VanTil is the public affairs spe-
cialist for West Michigan. You can
write her c¢/o Social Security Adminis-
tration, 50 College SE, Grand
Rapids, MI 49503, or via e-mail at

vonda.vantil(assa.gov.

Do you have a comment
on any of the columns
in this issue of the
Tri-City Record?
Reply with a letter
to the editor:

P.O. Box 7, Watervliet,
Michigan 49098;

or e-mail record@i2k.com

make it do,

Use it up, wear it out,

or do without!

Tried and true cost-saving tips by Olive Grady
To share your savings ideas with Olive, dial 463-4030

If you do not have a special lettuce
keeper container, try this: Loosen the
plastic cover from the store and put
the lettuce and the plastic under it into
a plastic grocery bag. Tie the handles
tightly to keep in the natural mois-
ture.

Lettuce will keep several days.

I never cut into a head. Instead, 1 peel
off as many leaves as makes the
amount needed for the meal. This
makes for variations in your salads,

outer leaves and sometimes the pale
inner leaves. Nice changes. Add
whatever other salad ingredients you
like.

| leave the dressing off so folks can
choose the dressing they like. Dres-
sings kept in the refrigerator last quite
awhile.

Buy one little bottle of ketchup and
refill it from the bigger one; so if the
one at the table gets spilled, it isn’t
very much.

School start date
may change again

Under a key measure before the
House Education Committee, Michi-
gan schools will be allowed to begin
fall classes before Labor Day.

This move would be bad for South-
west Michigan communities that rely
on the extended holiday vacation visi-
tors to wrap up the summer tourism
season. House Bill 5623 includes a
provision to allow school districts to
begin instruction prior to Labor Day,
nullifying the post-Labor Day school
start law the Legislature enacted in
2005 to encourage tourism opportuni-
ties within our state.

It is estimated that this small change
brought millions of additional tourism
dollars to Michigan.

I’m very disappointed with the short-
sightedness of this legislation. Two of
Michigan’s top industries - tourism
and agriculture - have benefited from
moving the start day after Labor Day:
and undoing that progress would harm
our already struggling economy.

The bill has been proposed to help
Michigan qualify for federal Race to
the Top fundifg by the January I,
2010, deadline - funding that could
put up to $600 million into Michigan
classrooms.

Among eligibility requirements from
the federal government are state poli-
cy changes for teacher certification,
rﬁcammng student academic perform-
ance. and establishing charter schools
| support real Race to the Top reforms
that will help Michigan schools oper-
ate more efficiently and garner federal
education funding and will continue
working to give all Michigan schools
the opportunities they need for suc-

COSS

as sometimes you will have the dark

Steer clear of hypertension through regular

blood pressure checks

We've all experienced a rise in blood pressure
while driving in heavy traffic, or struggling ro meet
a deadline ar work. However, when high blood
pressure becomes chronic, it is a serious medical
condition thar can result in complications includ-
ing heart attack or stroke.

The American Heart Association estimates that
some 73.6 million Americans suffer from high
blood pressure, which is also called hypertension.
Many people don't know they have the disease
because it causes few symptoms.

Bridget Reidy, MD
Famly Medicine

“High blood pressure is a disease which affects the arteries,” says Dr.
Bridger Reidy, a family physician with Coloma Medical Center. “Some-
times, it will cause headaches, dizziness, shortness of brearh or blurred vi-
sion. But more often, you won't know you have hypertension until your
docror diagnoses it during a routine office visir."

Adults age 20 and older should have their blood pressure checked at
least every two years. Most doctors check your blood pressure each time
you visit. Your doctor will check your blood pressure by artaching a soft,
fabric cuff to your upper arm. Blood pressure readings have an upper and
a lower number. A normal reading is below 120/80. If you have two or
three high readings, you may have hypertension.

The good news is that you can take steps to reduce your risk of high blood
pressure by:

e Losing excess weight

*  Avoiding alcohol and tobacco

®  Gerting regular exercise from 30 ro 60 minutes a day on most days of
‘ the week

o  Following a low-salt diet

® Learning to manage stress more effectively

Many researchers believe that poor lifestyle habits, such as an unhealthy
dier and lack of exercise, are causing a surge in hypertension among
Americans of all ages. If lifestyle changes aren't enough to bring your

blood pressure within a healthy range, your doctor may prescribe medica-
ron.

“Letr untreared, high blood pressure can cause permanent damage to
major organs including your heart, kidneys, eyes and brain,” Dr. Reidy
explains. “So get your blood pressure checked regularly

[t's a simple rest
thar only rakes a few minurtes

And ir could be a real life-saver.”

Free blood pressure screenings are offered by Community Hospiral ar
Hardings Marker-Bangor, fist Wednesday each month, Noon - 200 pm
Hardings Marker-Warervhier, second Thursday each month, 10:00 am — Noon
Hardings Marker-Hartford, third Tuesday cach month, Noon

Y
2\ pm

Hardings Marker-Coloma, fourth Thursday each month, 10:00 am - Noon

Asian carp are a grave
threat to Great Lakes

We have a crisis on our hands with
the discovery of Asian carp in tribu-
taries that feed the Great Lakes, and
the sanctity of the Great Lakes basin
hangs in the balance.

Asian carp is a highly-destructive
invasive species that poses a severe
threat to any watershed that it infil-
trates. They can grow up to 100
pounds, eating 40 percent of their bo-
dy weight in plankton each day. Due
to their large size and rapid rate of
reproduction, these fish pose a grave
risk to the Great Lakes ecosystem.

Originally imported to the U.S. by
catfish farmers in the 1970s, Asian
carp were used to remove algae and
suspended matter from their ponds.
However, flooding in the early 1990s
caused many of these ponds to over-
flow, releasing the carp into the
Mississippi River Basin. In the years
since, the carp have made their way
up the Mississippi, and ever closer to
the Great Lakes, leaving behind a
path of destruction.

Recent tests have found genetic
material from Asian carp above the
electric barrier in the Chicago Sani-
tary and Ship Canal, which is de-
signed to stop the carp before they
reach the Great Lakes. The fish are
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My view
from the
Capitel
by
Fred Upton
Congressman

now within miles of Lake Michigan.

Genetic material from Asian carp
was also found in the Des Plaines
River, north of the electric dispersal
barrier. Given the risk that the carp
could bypass the barrier if the Des
Plaines River were to flood, I recent-
ly voted to provide the Army Corps
with additional authority to build up
the barrier.

I have also joined members of the
Michigan delegation in urging $30
million in emergency funding be
made immediately available for the
Army Corps. Lack of adequate fund-
ing has been an obstacle to the both
the Corps and the EPA who are tasked
with preventing the spread of the
Asian carp.

There is no greater immediate threat

to the Great Lakes ecosystem than the
introduction of the Asian carp. The
stakes are too high to fail.

.%x&ealt!&oa{dy oty

Submitted by the Berrien County Health Department
269 926-7121

Healthy holiday eating
Healthy eating during the holidays

may seem impossible but with a little

preparation it can be done.

At holiday gatherings, start with
fresh fruit and vegetables. Drink
plenty of water throughout the day.
Don’t wait until the big meal to eat.
Start the day with a hearty breakfast
including whole grains, fruit, and a
low-fat dairy food.

Five healthy changes most people
can make are:

Eat more fruits and vegetables.

Eat less fat, by avoiding fried foods
and adding less fat to food.

Use moderation when choosing the
amount of food to eat.

Drink more water and limit other
beverages. ‘

Keep physically active; it will in-
crease your immune system and re-
duce your risk for diseases.

Involving children in the kitchen
with planning and preparing can have
an extra special meaning during the
holidays. Spending the time together
can build family bonds and traditions
they will remember into adulthood.

Your children’s age will determine
how much they can help in the
kitchen. Start with hand washing; en-
courage children to wash for 20 sec-
onds. Singing the alphabet song can
help them know how long to wash.
Then they’ll be ready to help with the
measuring, pouring, and stirring.

While you're working together, talk

about healthy food choices; let them

help with the planning of meals and
snacks.

GET IT TODAY!

463-5656
e SALES © SERVICE @ PARTS ¢

By Denise Barowicz
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

"Making Sense of Investing"
Smart Financial Moves Can
Help Brighten Holiday Season
If you're like many people, you're
watching your dollars extra carefully
this year as you do your holiday
shopping. And that’s a good thing
because, even in the best of times, it’s
never wise to go overboard on gifs.
But by making the right moves dur-
ing this holiday season, you can also
help ensure that you stay on track
toward your long-term financial

goals.

Specifically, what steps should you
be taking during these weeks? Here
are a few suggestions:

Avoid racking up big debts. In a time
of economic uncertainty, the last
thing you want is to take on a new
debt load. Everyone in your life who
is important enough to receive a gift
from you will understand if you don’t
splurge on presents you can't afford.
And winter can be pretty gloomy
when you're trying to pay off big
credit card bills from the past holiday
season.

Establish a gift fund. For next year's
gift-giving season, you may want to
open a special “gift fund.” Of course,
it’s not easy for any of us to find
“extra” money after we're done pay-
ing our bills, so the best way to set up
your gift fund may be to have the
money moved automatically each
month from your checking or savings
account to another liquid account -
one that you wouldn’t normally touch
for your day-to-day expenses. Even if
you can only afford to put in a small
amount each month, you might be
surprised at how much you'll accu-

mulate in a vear

In vesting in Your Future

Don’t touch long-term investments
to pay for gifts. Some people tap into
their long-term investments to pay
for holiday gifts, telling themselves
they’ll re-fund the investment when
they “get caught up” - but that rarely
happens. In fact, once you cash out
part of an investment to pay for a gift
or an everyday expense, you’ll set
yourself back in your pursuit of your
financial objectives - so do whatever
you can to help preserve those in-
vestments. Apart from setting up a
gift fund, you'll also want to make
sure you have a reasonable amount of
“cash” and cash equivalents in your
investment portfolio.

Protect yourself from identity theft.
Victims of identity theft can testify
that it’s an enormous - and possibly
expensive - hassle. Unfortunately,
identity theft seems to go up during
the holiday season, so take steps to
protect yourself. When you go out
shopping, just take one debit or cred-
it card with you - and look around
whenever you use it. Identity thieves
have been known to copy down cred-
it card numbers and even photograph
credit cards with cell phones. Also, if
you're shopping online, make sure
you're on a sequre Website. One way
to check for a secure site is to look
for “https™ in the Web address, along
with the icon of the locked padlock
on your browser’s status bar.

Shop early for bargains. As you prob-
ably know, some of the best bargains
come during stores’ “after-holiday”
sales. By taking advantage of these
sales, you can stock up on gifts for
the nexi holiday season.

By following these suggestions, you
may be able to remove a lot of the
financial stress that often accompa-
nies the holidays - and that, by itself,
can help you enjoy the season even

morg
more
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Looking south at Baker Park
in Coloma

If you have any information
about this photo, please
contact Alex Gates,
Curator/Director of North
Berrien Historical Museum,
300 Coloma Avenue,
Coloma; 468-3330.

The Cleveland

Tragedy

Last week I told the story about the
steamship Cleveland leaving on a trip
around the Great Lakes, carrying the
Twin Cities Chamber of Commerce
group to a baseball game in Detroit.
The weather was so bad they put in at
Harbor Beach for more fuel as they
came around into Lake Huron. A few
passengers were disgusted with bad
weather, seasickness, and nothing but
gambling and drinking... they disem-
barked when they had the chance.
Even through a thick blanket of fog,
Captain Kiessling pushed on, turning
the Cleveland in more toward the
shore. Then looming out of the mists
they could see a huge freighter com-
ing toward them on a collision
course.

“Hard to starboard,” shouted the
Captain; and as the helmsman spun
the wheel, the huge Norwegian
freighter, “Ravnefjeel,” rammed into
them on the port side, just aft of mid-
ship.

Striking a glancing blow, the
freighter peeled away the staterooms
on that side. And they immediately
stopped and lowered a boat to look
for survivors who would have been
thrown into the water. Shaken Cleve-
land passengers lined the railing and
watched as the freighter’s crewmen
pulled some lifeless bodies from the
wreckage floating alongside.

Then someone said, “There’s Tom
Dewhirst sitting in the lifeboat!” He
was a well-known House of David
official and they could recognize him
by his beard.

Two other men in the lifeboat were
Mervyn Stouck and Tom Spooner.
Stouck was to die later in the hospi-
tal.

Benton Harbor Police Chief Alvin
Boyd's body was also pulled from the
water. He had been asleep in his
cabin and never knew what hit them

In all, four passengers lost their

i .N;,’

>l

lives, and 20 were injured... in addi-
tion, a couple of men were missing!
A convened Board of Inquiry later
found that the Norwegian freighter
was not at fault. Rather, the Cleve-
land had left its southbound lane try-
ing to make up for lost time by trav-
eling closer to shore. Also, they ad-
monished the Captain for not reduc-
ing speed and navigating with cau-
tion. Admittedly, the lives of all con-
cerned were forever changed.

And now, as the radio commentator
used to say... for the rest of the story.
One of the missing men was Water-
vliet Dairy owner Tom O’Hara. That
Wednesday, son Dick and his brother
drove their father to Benton Harbor
so he could leave on the trip. It was to
be a pleasant cruise... the sky over-
cast and a light rain. This was the
fourth time Tom O’Hara had made
the trip, a fact which entitled him to
an admiral’s cap.

Two days later, the boys were driv-
ing a full dairy tanker truck to
Pullman, Michigan. As they listened
to the radio, a news report interrupted
WHFB’s music to tell of the collision
of the City of Cleveland with a
Norwegian freighter in Lake Huron.
The reporter said there were four
known dead and several injuries. A
well-known dairy owner, whose
stateroom was at the point of colli-
sion, was missing. His name... Tom
O’Hara!

The two brothers, now alarmed,
turned the tanker around and headed
for home as fast as the tanker would
go!

When they broke the news to their
mother, she nearly fainted. They sat
her down on the front porch and were
consoling her, when a Benton Harbor
taxi pulled up in front of their house
and OUTSTEPPED THEIR

FATHER! And he wanted to know
what all the fuss was about. He had
not heard the news and could hardly
believe what had happened.

STEAMSHIP CLEVELAND...from an old postcard.

(Courtesy of Dick O’Hara)

Here's a Christmas Gift
that will last all year!
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So Tom O’Hara told his story. He
said there was fog, fog, and fog.
They couldn’t go out on deck
because it was misting and raining.
All the activity was poker, drinking,
and cigarette smoke. So he said to
himself, “When this thing goes into a
port, I'm out of here!” He left the
ship at Harbor Beach about 4:00 a.m.
with another man named Ed Brown.
They were both half sick from the
storm and all the cigarette smoke, and
they told no one they were leaving.
A couple of hours later, the collision
occurred; but the two men knew
nothing about it. They chartered a
taxi to take them to Petosky, where
they caught a flight on Lake Central
Airlines back to Benton Harbor.
Another cab ride to Watervliet, and
he was home.

Tom later said, “*God was with me on
that fateful trip, and I will never again
take another cruise!”

Tom’s son, Dick O’Hara, is a former
Marine, now living with his family in
splendid retirement near Dallas,
Texas. He told me, and added the
final twist: “A few weeks later Dad
received in the mail a note from a
lady in Pennsylvania... no one in the
family knew her. She sent a copy of
his horoscope with a crushed rose.
The horoscope said that Tom should
not travel by any means on Friday the
23. The note also cautioned him to
read his horoscope daily and live by
it! Dad had never read a horoscope
before (said 1t was nonsense), but
thereafter read it religiously every
day... and lived by it until he passed
away. He died in 1971, so he lived 21
years after that fateful day. And he
thanked God every day. He said he
had lived for 21 years on borrowed
time!!”

Columnist’s note: Credit for this
story must go to friend Dick O’Hara.
He sent me The Herald-Palladium
account of the tragedy and also a
copy of “The Lakeshore Guardian,”
which contains the story as written by
Wayne “Skip” Kadar. Also thanks to
Hartford historian Emma Sefcik. She
maintains a marvelous Website about
our storybook town. She researched
the files of “The Hartford Day
Spring” to find Editor Jack Sinclair’s
account. Without these friends, the
story could not have been written!

90 YEARS AGO - 1919
Solid winter weather the past week
and good sleighing. The temperature
was down to around 4 above zero
Wednesday evening but moderated
during the night and stood at 8 above
Thursday moming.

310-5454. n TOPRIIREE \\/hen you are
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Sand dunes along the shores of Lake
Michigan in southern Michigan and
northern Indiana should be acquired
by the government and made into a
great national park, Secretary of the
Interior Franklyn K. Lane recom-
mends in his annual report to Con-
gress.

After a lapse of several years a stu-
dent council at the Watervliet high
school again swung into full being
through the election of two members
of grades seven through twelve and
the subsequent election of officers by
this chosen group. Willie Griffin, a
senior and vice president of his class,
was elected council president

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Koshar enter-
tained at a family party at their home
on Harper avenue last Saturday
evening in honor of her parents, Mrs.
and Mrs. Ben Marvin, on the occa-
sion of their 25th

wedding anniver-

sary

- Rollmg Back The Years

A Local News and Newsmakers of Days Gone By
As reported in the local newspapers: Coloma Courier,

! Hartford Day Spring, and Watervliet Record.

NEWS FROM THE COLOMA COURIER

100 YEARS AGO - 1909
G.W. Harris and son John, and
nephew Frank Harris, went to Chica-
go Saturday for a visit with the for-
mer’s son, Wilbur Harris, and to
attend the fat stock show.

The marriage of Miss Jennie Antes of
Benton Harbor and Jacob Friday of

South Coloma was solemnized at the
home of the groom last Thursday af-
ternoon. Both are well known in this
vicinity.

J.G. Dade was in Chicago Wednes-
day with a carload of stock, which he
placed on the market.

60 YEARS AGO - 1949

Two young Coloma acrobatic dan-
cers, Violet and Barbara Crawford,
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Crawford, recently placed second in
an Amateur Contest at Bangor.

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Friday, promi-
nent fruit growers of South Coloma,
were honored at a family party honor-
ing their 40th wedding anniversary, at

the home of their son-in-law and
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Armold Bai-
ers, and children, of Bainbridge.

30 YEARS AGO - 1979

Brian Stanley, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Stanley, Leedy Street, Colo-
ma, has qualified on the local level
for competition with other high
school students in the state for the
Century II1 Leadership awards.

A boy weighing 7 pounds, 9 ounces,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Clinton
Kniebes, 5548 Paw Paw Lake Road,
Coloma, Saturday, December 8th, in
Berrien General Hospital.

Submitted by volunteer Barb Abrams
at Coloma Public Library, from the
Coloma Courier newspapers donated
by the Tri-City Record. Hours:
Monday & Friday, 10:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m.; Tuesday, Wednesday & Thurs-
day, 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., and Satur-
day, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Phone: 468-3431

NEWS FROM THE HARTFORD DAY SPRING

90 YEARS AGO - 1919

Professor William Herbert Hobbs,
head of the department of geology at
the University of Michigan, was in
Hartford Saturday and also visited
other towns in this section of the
county in an effort to trace the meteor
which created an acute atmospheric
disturbance over southern Michigan
on the eveninig of November 26 and is
believed to have fallen to earth in this
immediate vicinity. From observers
who witnessed the flight of the mete-
oric visitor, Prof. Hobbs believes that
the meteor plunged into the lake. He
has traced the course of the meteor
across the state and expresses the
belief that it came to earth in the vic-
inity of Hartford - or possibly in a tri-
angular territory between Hartford,
Lawrence and Bangor. Prof.

60 YEARS AGO - 1949
The kettle of comment that was set
on the fire three months ago when
parking meters were installed on the
streets in the village’s downtown sec-
tion may reach the boiling point at
Monday night’s meeting of the
Hartford Village Council. It was re-
ported yesterday that a group of Hart-
ford merchants is planning to attend
the monthly meeting to file a protest
against the meters and demand their
removal. The pay-to-park devices
have caused a severe decrease in
sales.

40 YEARS AGO - 1969
An electric board showing names of

NEWS FROM THE WATERVLIET RECORD

30 YEARS AGO - 1979
Community Hospital Administrator
Kaylor E. Shemberger announced
that the hospital has again received
the “Outstanding Safety Award” pre-
sented jointly by the Michigan Hos-
pital Association and Penn General

Covert 48-28 last Wednesday even-
ing.

The Red Cross has announced that
the county Blood Program needs the
continued support of the population
during the Laboratory Technicians
strike at the Great Lakes Regional

basketball players on home and visit-
ing teams will be installed in the
Hartford high school gymnasium as a
memorial to Sp-4 Ronald Vliek, who
was killed in action in Vietnam this
year while serving with the Ist caval-
ry division. Sp-4 Vliek was a 1967
graduate of Hartford high school,
where he was a sports star.

Top students in the junior class in a
preliminary scholastic aptitude test
given Oct. 21 have been announced
by Principal James Kappler. Ranking
highest in the mathematics section of
the test were Ron Ward, Rhonda Wal-
lace: Steven Hallgren and Sharon
Collins, tied for third: Tamera Hein-
ger, John Falkner, David Allen;
Bryon Becktold and John Fries, tied
for seven, and Ronald Brodock and
Becky Geisler, tied for eighth.
Highest ranking juniors in the verbal
section of the test were Becky Geis-
ler, Micki Kidd, Ron Ward, Bryon
Becktold: Rhonda Wallace, tied for
fourth; Karen Nelson, Tamera Hem-
inger; and David Allen, James Bird
and Cynthia Robison, tied for sev-
enth.

Submitted by Librarian Stephanie
Daniels at Hartford Public Library

from microfilm copies of the Hartford

Day Spring. Hours: Monday &
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.;
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 10:00-
5:00 p.m.; and Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m.

Phone: 621-3408

Blood Center in Lansing. Area resi-
dents are urged to support the Blood
Drive scheduled for December 31 at
Community Hospital.

Submitted by Sara Duris from files at
Watervliet District Library from the

day, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; Wednes-
day, 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; Thursday,
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00-
5:00 p.m.; and Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m.

Phone: 463-6382

Auto-Owners lnsurance

Disability Income:

For when life catches

for? Asalocal Auto-Owners
independent agent, we can
design an insurance program
that’s just right for you.

Don Young Insurance Agency
323 N. Main St., Watervliet
463-6113

Help is available for struggling families;
there is still need a for donors & volunteers

By Lynn Attila

The economic climate of 2009 has
shadowed memories of the 1930s,
according to recollections of Tri-City
Area grandparents who survived the
“Great Depression.”

The arrival of the holiday season,
always a time of generosity and indul-
gence in the recent past, has this year
left many local parents scrambling as
they try to find a way to provide
“Christmas” for their families. These
parents are wishing simply for a nice
family dinner and a gift for each of
their children to help mark December
25, 2009, as a family Christmas to
remember.

I’s a simple wish and one that the
generosity of the Tri-City Area com-
munity and others in Berrien County
can help provide.

First encounters

One of the first places to turn to for
help is your child’s school. Although
most schools established their lists of
families in need around Thanksgiving
time, if your family has “fallen
through the cracks,” do not hesitate to
let your school principal know of your
need. Chances are help might be avail-
able, even at this late date.

Local churches are also great sources
of help. Most congregations have out-
reach ministries established that ex-
tend a helping hand to members of the
community, not just their own mem-
bership. You only need to call a
church business office of your choice
or, if you feel more comfortable, con-
tact a church member you already
know to find out what programs are
available.

If you are not employed and have
exhausted your unemployment bene-
fits, another source of aid is the De-
partment of Human Services. The
Berrien County office is located at 401
Eighth Street in Benton Harbor, (269)
934-2000; and the Van Buren County
office is located at 57150 County
Road 681 in Hartford, (269) 621-
2800.

Dinner and a gift...
time is of the essence

Most service organizations and com-
munity programs began taking appli-
cations for help around Thanksgiving
weekend. There are families that did

not know they would be in dire |

straights come Christmas time and
there are families of need who had no
idea where to go for help or how to get
“listed.” For these families, there is a
glimmer of hope.

There are two organizations that still
have resources to provide “Christmas”
for a family of need. However, TIME
IS OF THE ESSENCE! YOU MUST
ACT FAST!

In Berrien County, the United Way’s
“First Call For Help” program will
provide a gift for every child in the
family (up to the age of 16) and a food
basket. Candidates are chosen by need
and on a first-come, first-served basis.
To be considered for the few remain-
ing slots in this program, you must
call IMMEDIATELY! The phone
number is (269) 925-7707 or 1-800-

channeled through the United Way
headquarters at the end of November.
However, staffers at the Salvation Ar-
my were encouraging, saying families
in desperate need who have not found
help elsewhere can call the Salvation
Army directly and request aid for
Christmas.

The good news is that even though
the Salvation Army is located in Ben-
ton Harbor, it offers help to residents
residing in both Berrien and Van
Buren counties!

The number to call is (269) 927-1353;
and the deadline to call for holiday
help is December 24 at noon.

“I was naked & you

clothed me... I was
hungry & you fed
me...”; local

churches help out

Looking for a Christmas outfit for
your youngster or maybe just a warm
coat? Midway Baptist Church, located
on Red Arrow Highway between
Waterviiet and Coloma, has a year-
round “Clothing Closet’ that serves
the whole Tri-City Area. Although in-
ventory constantly changes, the “Clo-
set” offers a diverse selection of
women’s, men’s and children’s cloth-
ing of all sizes, including women’s
plus sizes.

Hours are: Monday, 12:00 noon to
3:00 p.m.; and Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon; or by appointment (269-
463-3195).

There are also several “food pantries”
in the Tri-City Area that provide free
food products to those in need. This
could be a way to pick up the
“Christmas feast” and provide a mem-
orable meal for your family during
these troubled times.

The United Methodist Church located
at 425 East Main Street, Hartford, has
its “pantry” open every Saturday from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, (269) 621-
4103.

Watervliet’s St. Joseph Catholic
Church at 179 Lucinda Lane opens its
food pantry two day every week:
Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 to
3:00 p.m., (269) 463-5470.

The North Berrien Food Pantry at

Coloma United Methodist ('hurch,
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WHERE CAN | FIND THE MOST
WELL-TRAINED TAX
PROFESSIONALS IN THE COUNTRY?

H&R Block tax professionals receive
50 they're up-to-date

Now is the time for tax planning
H&R BLOCK
7489 Red Arrow Hwy, West

Phone: 269-463-4334
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Dec. hours Wed & Fri 10am -

more than 50 hours of specialty
on the latest tax laws

H&R BLOCK'

Mi 45008
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144 South Church Street, serves the
Coloma and Watervliet area Monday
through Friday from 9:00 am. to
12:00 noon. Phone (269) 468-6062 for
more information.

The greatest gift of

all... volunteering

The greatest gift any Tri-City Area
resident can give this Christmas is the
gift of volunteering. There are many
opportunities to help our brethren in
need. That need can be met simply by
donating a child’s gift, giving gently-
used clothing to the “clothing closet™
or nonperishable food items to the
food pantries, as well as organizations
and programs collecting food for the
holiday.

A long-time popular program spon-
sored by the United States Marines is
Toys for Tots.

This year, a collection site has been
set up at Rookies on Red Arrow
Highway in Watervliet, just east of the
stoplight in downtown Watervliet.
Donors are asked to give an un-
wrapped toy for a child from birth to
high school age. There is no price
range for the toys and they may be
dropped off at the restaurant until
December 18. The toys will be distrib-
uted in Berrien County for Christmas
to children in need by the Marines.

Owner Sally Arny said the Marines
have been happy with donations pro-
vided by Rookies, via Tri-City Area
patrons. However, overall donations
are way down from previous years
and the Marines are anxious to en-
courage more donating.

If you haven’t shared with this chari-
ty yet, please keep it in mind as you do
your shopping. The gift does not have
to be expensive. A $10 toy would
make a child facing a giftless holiday
very happy.

There are families at South Elemen-
tary School in Watervliet who are in
need and are not sponsored for the
holiday yet. If you feel compelled to
show compassion and share some of
what you have this year, please call
the school at (269) 463-6749 as soon
as possible.

Also consider volunteering your time.
There are many agencies, churches,
and programs that could use help.
Consider calling North Berrien Senior
Center, (269) 468-3366; First Call for
Help Program, (269) 925-7707); or
the Salvation Army, (269) 927-1353.

Also consider helping an elderly
neighbor or a single mom and her
kids; invite a family to Christmas din-
ner and share the holiday. It will be the
most memorable gift you will ever
give yourself.

Designated as a

Blue

Distinction®

Center for Cardiac Care

www.lakelandhealth.org

Ashley Nemethy and Justin Schubert
were married Saturday, October 17, at
Estancia Pueblo Polo in Sealy, Texas.
The bride was given in marriage by

her grandfather, Frank Nemethy of

Coloma, MI.

Parents of the bride are Heid: Neme--

thy Shamp and Doug Shamp of Sealy;
and Don and April Englehardt of
Watervliet, MI.

The groom is the son of Chester and
Virginia Schubert of Woodsboro,
Texas.

Maid of honor was Cara McCutch-
eon.

Bridesmaids were Paula Hardilek,
Ellen Jaroszewski, and Chelsea Erd-
mann.

Groomsmen were Justin Kinslow,
Mike Perren, Rueben Pena, and

Nemethy and Schubert wedding

Wesley Walker.

Flower girls were Lanie and Lexie
Pelkey.

Ring bearers were Dayton and Brode
Doege and Michael Love.

A reception was held at Estancia
Pueblo Polo following the ceremony.
The bride graduated from Sealy High
School and attended Sam Houston
University. She is in sales at Demay
International.

The groom graduated from Woods-
boro High School and received a
degree in law enforcement from Sam
Houston University. He graduated
from Police Academy in College Sta-
tion and is a police officer in Hunts-
ville, TX.

Ashley and Justin are residing in Wil-
lis, TX.

WMS Honor Club benefit soup
dinner January 8

The Watervliet Middle School Honor Club is hosting a community soup din-
ner at the North Berrien Senior Center on Ryno Road in Coloma on Friday,

)

January 8, 2010, as a community service project.
This event will be held from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. to raise money for the North

Berrien County Food Pantry.
Cost is S5 for adults, S

3 for children 3-12, and free for children under 3.

Please join us to support the Food Pantry and our gracious students.

Watervliet District Library news

Watervliet District Library has the following new DVD titles available: | am
Legend; DaVinci Code; lronman; King Kong; The Mummy, Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor; Love in the Time of Cholera: Capote; Knocked Up: Casino

Royale; Ray: Gran Torino: Mister Magorium’s Wonder Emporium; Elf; and

Evan Almighty.

The Brookfictd, Ede

WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM

GET IT TODAY!
k“-' 463-5656 =

SALES

Cardiac Center of Excellence
. close to

“'9-: TU Cﬂjnt*" ’»3

comprehensive

INA innatiant ~arAi
Ta! 3Nt ¢
U Npatier

BlueCross BlueShield
of Michigan

- SERVICE

essence. Patients can be confident that
they have access to high-quality cardiac
services at Lakeland HealthCare.

As a Blue
Cardiac Care® Lakeland HealthCare has
demonstrated that our
petter overall 0
with heart disease

slilitatinm ~a = Arttha
Hation, cargiac catheterization,

@ ' aCem
» L. (=)
:

www.lakelandhealth.org/
heartcenter for a free online heart risk

@ Lakeland HealthCare

Medical Excellence. Compassionate Care.

* PARTS *

Distinction Center for

care results in
utcomes for patients

this designation, Lakeland

caraiac care services,
t cardiac care, cardiac
I0NS SUCh as stents and

AKErS, ana cardiac sur gery

NN Y res
ca oIc



http://WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM
http://www.lakelandhealth.org
http://www.lakelandhealth.org/

S

e TR T

e

t
.
.
'
]
'
’

6 Tri-City Record December 10, 2009

I ,,,,vftm

m

PATRICIAS. CAPREZ
Patncia S, Caprez, 51, of Coven,
Michigan. passc
Friday

d away peacefully on
cyvening,
December 4. 2009,
at her home. fol-
lowing a long and
courageous fight
against cancer
Funeral services
celebrating her life
were held at 7:00

p-m. on Wednesday. Dec. 9, at David-
son Chapel of Florin Funeral Service
in Coloma, with Pastor Sean Kidd of
Buchanan Christian Church officiat-
ing. Burial was private. Visitation was
held from 5:00 until the time of the
service on Wednesday, at the funeral
home. Memorial donations may be

made to the Humane Society of

Southwest Michigan.

Patricia was born on February 18,
1958, in Humbolt, Tennessee. On June
28, 1997, she married Michael Cap-
rez.

Patricia enjoyed horses, gardening,
and loved all animals. She particularly
enjoyved motorcycle riding and will be
remembered for being a devoted wife,
mother, and grandmother.

She is survived byv: her husband,
Michael: her children - Janquell
(Chnt) Blosser of Berrien Springs,
MI, and Jack Hill I1I: her stepchildren,
Scotty and Kimmy Caprez and Tracy
Morris: three grandchildren - Patrick

Davis. Jorry Gofl, and Charlee Rob-
ertson: her stepmother. Kathy Trudell;
three sisters - Anna Braham, Lovedia
Stapp, and Maria Gibson: numerous

meces, nephews, and loving friends;

and her dog. [ty Baty
In addition o her parents, she was
preceded in death by her brother, Tony

Gibson

RANDY CROSBY
Randy Crosby. 47, of Wildwood,
i Coloma, Mich-

Flonda, formerl
1£an. passcd away
Thursday. Decem-

hk‘l ‘*.
l lornda

2009, n
Funeral services
celebrating his hife
were held at 1:00
\\U*_H,;‘ki.l\.

December 9, at the

p.m.

Davidson Chapel of Florin Funeral
Service in Coloma, with Pastor Doyle
Jackson officiating. Burial followed at
Coloma Cemetery. Visitation was held
from 11:00 a.m. 10 1:00 p.m. at the
Memonal donations
may be made to a church of the
donor’s choice

Randy was born October 14, 1962, in
North Dakota, to Donald
Lee and Audrey He moved

Florida around 20

funeral home

Cavalier,
Crosby

from the area t

vears ago. He enjoved fishing and
h()]\L".
Randy s survived by his siblings -

Lawrence (Diane) Crosby of Plain-

well, M1, Robert (Kathy) Crosby of

Sheila Stevens of Co-
of Covert. MI,
Donald
Crosby, and Shonda Crosby: daughter

Lawrence. Ml
loma, Todd Croshy

Twila Crosby of Coloma,

Hutchins Funeral Home
209 S. Main St., Waterviet

463-3811

COURTEOUS SERVICE IN
‘A DIGNIFIED MANNER

ROLAND T. HUTCHINS, Director

CALVIN FUNERAL HOME
8 E. Main St., Hartford

621-4101

LEONARD FUNERAL HOME

222 E. S5t. Joseph, Lawrence
674-8131

FLORIN

FUNERAL SERVICE
DAVIDSON CHAPEL

249 E. Center St., Coloma
468-3181
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Frant
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A Golden Rule Home

Tabitha Crosby of Florida; two grand-
daughters; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

In addition to his parents, Randy was
preceded in death bv: his brother,
Richard; and his grandparents - John
and Ruby Crosby and Edward and
Eva Meagher.

DOROTHY AUSTIN EWALD

Dorothy Austin Ewald passed away
on Wednesday, December 2, 2009, in
Lansing, Michigan.

Dorothy was born July 14, 1914, in
Lawrence, MI. She was the daughter
of Sherman and Lula Austin and was
the second of five children. After
graduating from High School in
Lawrence, Dorothy worked as a
switchboard operator for the Law-
rence telephone company. On Noveni-
ber 30, 1940, she was united in mar-
riage to Clare Ewald. For 47 years,
they owned and operated Springdale
Fruit Farm in Hartford, M1.

Dorothy 1s survived by: one sister,
Norma Whiteman; and her two sons -
Edward, who resides in Rock Hill,
South Carolina, with his wife, Susan;
and Douglas, who resides in Holt, MI,
with his wife, Sharon. She is also sur-
vived by five grandchildren, four
great-grandchildren; and
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by: her
husband, Clare, in 1987; her mother,
Lula Austin; her father, Sherman
Austin; two brothers, Volney and
Harlow; and a sister, Clara Labadie.
Dorothy worked hard on the farm as
well as volunteering as a Cub Scout
leader, was past President of the Child
Care Club, past President of the
Southwest Hartford Thursday Club,
member of the Order of Eastern Star
Benevolence Chapter # 256, and
member of the Lawrence Alumni As-
sociation.

In 1988, Dorothy moved to Paw Paw,

several

MI, where she was a resident for 17
vears. In 2005, she moved to the
Lansing area and resided there until
her passing.

The family welcomed friends from
I1:00 a.m. until noon on Monday,
December 7, at Calvin Funeral Home,
Hartford, where the service to honor
her memory commenced at noon.
Reverend Ronald Hansen of the
Hartford United Methodist Church
officiated. She will be laid to rest next
to her husband in Maple Hill Ceme-
tery, Hartford. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to Hospice of
Lansing or a charity of your choice.

ERNEST (“ERNIE™)
HASSELBRING
Ernest (Emie) R. Hasselbring, 83,
passed away Saturday
December 5, 2009,
in South Haven,
Michigan.

evening,

He was the first
child born to Er-
nest F. and Ger-
trude (Lenz) Has-
selbring on Nov-
ember 21, 1926, in . .
Hammond, Indiana. He spent the
majority of his living and going to
school in the Hammond-Calumet City
area. He served in the U.S. Army and
was honorably discharged at the end
of World War 1.

Ernie married Carmen Redenour and
together they raised two wonderful
children, Kimberly and Ernest F.
Ernie and Carmen parted after their
children were grown. Sometime later,
Ernie met Judy (Callendar) Kroening.
They were married on March 28,
1978, and spent 31 years together.

He worked in Hammond as Ware-
house Manager for Edward C. Minas
Department Stores. He was a member
of the Teamsters. After his retirement,

Coloma
United = [
Methodist
Church

|

|

| What, if church

| wasn’t jusi a place we go,
bul something we do?
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he moved to Michigan, where Judy
resided. He worked at the Coast to
Coast Hardware store in downtown
Coloma until he retired a second time
in 1998, due to illness. Erie was also
a member of Riverside Methodist
Church and a life member of the
Coloma American Legion.

Before his illness in 1998, Ernie was
an avid golfer. He learned to enjoy
camping: fishing; reading license
plates; spending winters in Okee-
chobee, Florida, where he loved visit-
ing with people from all over: and
fishing trips to the Upper Peninsula.
His big joy was being with people.
He loved his family, especially his two
great-grandchildren.

He is survived by: his wife, Judy; sis-
ter Ruth Marquardt; brothers Henry
and Paul; his children - Kim Wad-
lington, Eva Markham, Ernest F.
(Karen), Lynn (Ray) Griffin, and Janet
(Clinton) King; his grandchildren -
Hannah (Billie) Boone, H.C. Wad-
lington, Ernest F. Hasselbring 111,
Kristin Ann Hasselbring, Angie Wad-
lington and Heather, Nicholas and
Dennis Griffin; one great-grandson,
H.C. (Tripp) Wadlington I11: brothers-
in-law - Gary (Barbara) Callendar and

Virgil (Jean) Callendar: and a host of

nieces. nephews, and cousins.

He was preceded in death by: his par-
ents, Gertrude and Frederick Hassel-
bring: sister-in-law Joan Hasselbring;
and a beloved great-granddaughter,
Claudia Faye Wadlington, and her
very best friend, Riley Jane Lawrence.
In keeping with Ernie's wishes, cre-
mation has taken place. Visitation will
be held from noon until 1:00 p.m.
(EST) at Duffield & Pastrick Family
Funeral Home in Coloma on Saturday,
December 12, In heu of flowers,
donations may be made to Riverside
Methodist Church, North Berrien
Senior Center, or to the family.

DONNIE W. SCATES

Donnie W. Scates, 65, of St. Joseph,
Michigan, formerly of Coloma, MI,
passed away Wed-
nesday  morning,
December 2, 2009,
at Rovalton Manor
in St. Joseph.

Funeral services
celebrating his life
were held at 11:00
a.m. Tuesday, Dec.
8, at the Fairplain
Chapel of Florin Funeral Service in
Benton Harbor, MI, with Pastor
Richard Kiser officiating; with burial
following at North Shore Memory
Gardens in Hagar Township. Visita-
tion was held Monday evening from
5:00 to 8:00 at the funeral home.
Memonials may be made to the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation.

Donnie was born December 6, 1943,
in Benton Harbor. He was the youn-
gest of six children born to Homer and
Bertha Scates.

As a self-taught musician, Donnie
was inspired by his early-day musical
heroes James Brown, Junior Walker
and many of the Motown greats. At
the early age of 14, Donnie began
playing at local nightclubs as a drum-
mer. However, his love for rhythm and
blues caused him to migrate toward
learning to play guitar. His dedication
and hard work paid off, as he had the
opportunity to be a member of backup
bands that played with B.B. King,
Narvel Felts and John Anderson.

For 50 years, Donnie treated his audi-
ences to a wide range of music from
rhythm and blues, Motown hits and,

most recently, country. As the lead of

“The Country Blues Band,” he filled
many Southwest Michigan venues to
capacity. As a member of the South-
west Michigan music community,
Donnie will always be recognized as a
great thythm and blues guitarist.

He will also be remembered as a great
humanitarian. He was always the first
in line to offer his musical services in
the form of organization and partici-
pation of charity fundraising benefits
for those in need.

In his leisure time, Donnie enjoyed

DITFFIELD
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fishing and was an avid viewer of

westerns.  “Gunsmoke,” “Bonanza,”
and John Wayne movies were among
his favorites. In addition, he found his
comedic relief as a lifelong fan of the
Three Stooges. Most of all, Donnie
cherished his family - particularly his
daughters and grandchildren.

Donnie is survived by: his daughters
- Kelly (Alfonso) Chavez of St.

Joseph, Kami (David) Milnickel of

Coloma, and Kassie (Dennis) Thomas
of Benton Harbor; eight grandchildren
- Isabella, Alessandra, Bianca and
Jonah Chavez, Kloie and Addyson
Milnickel, and Jacob and Ava Tho-
mas; his brother-in-law, Joe Giudice;
several nieces and nephews; and his
faithful dog, Football.

In addition to his parents, Donnie was
preceded in death by: his siblings -
Doyle Scates, Jerry Scates, Dorothy
Broadwater, Shirley Giudice, and
Rosa Giudice.

Death Notices

Frances E. Harris, 96, of Coloma,
Michigan, died Wednesday, December
2, 2009, at Lakeland Continuing Care
in Berrien Center, MI. Davidson Cha-
pel, Florin Funeral Service, Coloma.

Walter B. Arny, 62, of Coloma,
Michigan, died Monday, December 7,
2009, at his home. Starks & Men-
chinger Family Funeral Home, St.
Joseph, MI.

Albert Walter Holmer Sr., 90, of
Coloma, died Monday, December 7,
2009, at Park Road Adult Foster Care
Home, Coloma. Filbrandt Family Fu-
neral Home, South Haven, MI.

POLICE
REPORTS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

Kenneth Leroy Vermilyer, 50, was
charged with possession of metham-
phetamine, second offense; and main-
taining a drug house, second offense.
Bobby Lee Vermilyer, 54, was
charged with possession of metham-
phetamine. Both reside at the address
where the search took place.

Derick Ray McConnell, 29, of Dowa-
giac, was charged with manufacturing
methamphetamines within 500 feet of
an occupied dwelling, second offense.
Also arrested was Angela Michelle
McConnell, 30, of Dowagiac. She was
charged with manufacturing metham-
phetamine within 500 feet of an occu-
pied dwelling.

Multi-state offender

arrested in Hagar Township
Coloma Township Police Officer M.
Prince received a tip that Joshua
Robert Bryant was walking down
Coloma Road near 1-96 on November
30. Bryant was wanted on several
felony warrants out of Missouri, Ark-
ansas, and Michigan.

Officer Prince located Bryant inside
the Riverside Food Mart at 3468
Coloma Road in Riverside. He was
arrested without incident.

Bryant first claimed to be Jamie Lee
Miller. He later admitted he was
Bryant and said that he found Miller’s
black tri-fold wallet along the road in
Florida. The wallet contained Miller’s
Florida picture driver’s license and his
Social Security card. The police de-
partment in Lakeland, Florida, was
contacted in an attempt to contact
Miller about his wallet and its con-
tents.

Bryant had a felony warrant for home
invasion out of the Berrien County
Sheriff’s Department and a misde-
meanor warrant with a $1,700 bond.
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He had three felony warrants out of
Missouri and one out of the state of
Arkansas. He was lodged at Berrien
County Jail.

Welfare check results
in children’s removal;
mother arrested for

meth possession

Coloma Township Police Officer J.
Roe was requested to accompany a
Department of Human Services em-
ployee on a welfare check of two chil-
dren on September 29.

Upon arriving at the residence at
5590 Paw Paw Lake Road, units 10
and 11, police made contact with a
neighbor who had been caring for one
of the children for approximately
eight days. The neighbor informed
Officer Roe that he had picked up the
child from a home in Sister Lakes,
where the child was left by his grand-
mother.

The neighbor reported that he found
the child to be extremely filthy, cov-
ered with food, feet blackened by dirt,
and covered in bug bites. The neigh-
bor, knowing the mother, requested to
take the child to the doctor, which she
agreed to.

The other child was found to be with
his great-grandmother, who had been
taking care of him for a month.

Officers located the mother, Teresa
Sue Clark, who agreed to be inter-
viewed. She was found to be extreme-
ly skinny and was covered with sores
on her face and hands. She appeared
nttery, nervous, and talkative. Know-
ing that Clark had a prior metham-
phetamine abuse history, Officer Roe
asked if she had been using meth. She
denied she had been.

Clark allowed the officer to search
her purse and its contents. A pill bottle
was found containing five small bags,
which contained a powdery white sub-
stance believed to be methampheta-
mine, based on the training and expe-
rience of the officer. A subsequent
field test on a small portion of the sub-
stance tested positive.

Clark finally admitted that she
smoked methamphetamine on Sep-
tember 28 in the morning hours. She
was offered help or services from the
Department of Human Services but
refused, saying that she didn’t have a
problem. She was offered an opportu-
nity to sign a power of attorney that
would allow a family member to take
custody of the children, but she re-
fused.

The children were then placed into
protective custody and were removed
from the home with the Department of
Human Services worker. They would
be placed in foster care.

Clark denied knowing how the sus-
pected narcotics were in her purse and
that they had been put there by anoth-
er subject, whose house she just left.
Laboratory results from the Michigan
State Police Forensic Science Divi-
sion confirmed that the powdery sub-
stance was indeed methamphetamine.
A warrant was requested for a posses-
sion of methamphetamine, first of-
fense, charge on Teresa Clark.

On November 24, Clark was picked
up by Officer Simpson of the Hartford
Police Department. She was transport-
ed to the Berrien County Jail where
she was lodged on her warrant.

Fire report

North Berrien Fire-Rescue

Department

Chief Jim Spiegel

The North Berrien Fire-Rescue De-
partment responded to 16 emergency
calls in the month of November, in-
cluding six fires, four alarms, four
good intent calls, one rescue and one
electrical transformer call.
Of the fire calls, one was an oven fire
on November 15 in Hagar Township,
one was a multiple vehicle fire on
November 27 in the City of Coloma,
and one was a mutual aid given to the
Watervhiet Fire Department for a
house fire on November 23. The re-
maining fire calls were for open burn-
ing or field/leaf fires.

A subscription to the
Tri-City Record
would make a great
Christmas gift!
See Page 4 for details...
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Retiring Hartford Public Schools
Superintendent to be honored with
Community Reception on Dec. 17

By Mary Brost Reck

Hartford Public School District will
pay a special tribute to the man at the
helm for the past three-plus years.
Hartford Superintendent of Schools
Dave Levstek is |
retiring, begin-
ning December
31, 2009. On
Thursday even-
ing, December
17, the Board of
Educa-tion will
hold a Commu- 2 %
nity  Reception Levstek
to honor Levstek. The reception will
begin at 6:00 p.m., prior to the regular
Board meeting, at the Central Office
meeting room.

The public is invited to attend and
show their support to Levstek for his
years of service to the district.

A history of service

Levstek replaced Gary Pardike as
Superintendent of Hartford Public
Schools in 2006. Originally, when
hired, Levstek had indicated he would
commit to three vears in the district.
With his retirement initially planned
for this past summer, Levstek agreed
to postpone his departure until the
winter in order to oversee the imple-
mentation of several projects, includ-
ing the kindergarten to grade 2 and
grade 3-5 restructuring, scheduled for
the 2009-10 school vear.

Prior to his appointment as Super-

intendent, Levstek also served the
community as Assistant Superinten-
dent of Schools for five years.

Originally from Walled Lake in Oak-
land County, Levstek went to Oakland
Community College for two years and
then transferred to Eastern Michigan
University, where he received a mas-
ter’s degree in curriculum and a mas-
ter’s degree in reading. He did his
doctoral studies in administration at
Wayne State University.

Levstek also worked for five years as

Fish fry Dec. 11 at
American Legion

The Coloma American Legion bowl-
Ing teams are serving an “all-you-can-
eat” fish fry on Friday, December 11,
at Post 362, located on the corner of
St. Joseph Avenue and Sassaffras
Street.

They will serve from 5:00 until 7:00
p.m.

Cost is $7 for adults, $3 for children
3-10, and children under 3 are free.
Also being offered are chicken strip
dinners for $6.

The public is invited to this event.

Bake & Candy
Sale Dec. 18 at
Comm. Hospital

Take a break from baking and come
to the annual Bake and Candy Sale,
sponsored by Community Hospital
Auxiliary, in Watervliet on Friday,

December 18, in the lobby of the hos-

pital on Red Arrow Highway.
Delicious breads, cookies, candy, etc.,
will be on sale from 6:30 a.m. until
4:00 p.m.

All proceeds will be donated to the
hospital.

Michael Kelly, DO
Family Practice

Ann Watkins, FNP

Family Practice

Director of Curriculum and School
Improvement for Fowlerville Com-
munity Schools before coming to
Hartford.

Serving in the interim
Levstek said he will continue to have
an interest in the workings of the dis-
trict because of his concern for
Hartford schools, staff, and students.
“I just think the world of the schools,
the people in the schools, the Board,
and the community,” said Levstek.
Present Deputy Superintendent Mike
Hallgren will fill the interim position
as acting Superintendent from January
1, 2010, through June 30, 2010, when
the Board hopes the new Superinten-
dent will begin.

Watervliet
royalty to be
crowned this

weekend

By Annette Christie

There will be new royalty in Water-
vliet after this contest-packed week-
end where a new Miss Watervliet and
a new Mr. Watervliet will be crowned.

Outgoing Miss Watervliet Sarah
Faulkner will crown the new Miss
Watervliet from a field of 11 young
ladies. They are Jordan Cowsert, Jen-
nifer Oliphant, Sara Carr, Haleigh
Kiser, Bethany Milnickel, Kayla War-
sko, Emily Fisher, Alyson Wendzel,
Karlianne Loshbough, Madi DiMag-
gio, and Kelsey Douglas.

Chairman Mendy Treder said that
tickets will be available at the door for
the event being held on Saturday
night, December 12, at 7:00 p.m., in
the Watervliet High School Auditori-
um.

Tickets are $12; and the doors will

open at 6:30 p.m.
The Watervliet Lions Club is sponsor-
ing the pageant, as it has historically.
There will be a total of over $3,000 in
educational scholarships awarded, in
addition to other nice prizes received
by the queen and her court.
Master of ceremonies will once again
be Phil McDonald, midday radio host
of 94.9, The Coast. The theme of the
event is “When You With Upon A
Star.”

Last year’s court includes First Run-
ner-up Kelseyann Kremers, Second
Runner-up Brandi Mannino, and Miss
Congeniality Kristina Griffith.

Mr. Watervliet

Outgoing Mr. Watervliet Scotty Sex-
ton will say his farewells before
crowning a new Mr. Watervliet on
Sunday afternoon, December 13, at
3:00 p.m. in the WHS Auditorium.
Six young men are vying for the title,
including Jesse Marquardt, Eric Kib-
ler, Chris Eisbrenner, Sean William-
sen, Blake Baiers and Vic Fellner.
The contest, sponsored by the WHS
Class of 2012, is being chaired by Ann
DeHaven and Tonya Thumm who also
served as the class advisors.

High School teacher Mrs. Sibley will
serve as master of ceremonies.
Tickets are $10 and will be available
at the door.

The 2009 court includes First Runner-
up Jeremy Flagel, Second R unner-up
Kevin Bryce, and Mr. Nice Guy Kyle
Garland.

WATERVLIET

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
tions in more detail. In response,
Wilkinson has revisited the situation.

Clerk Kelly reports, at this time, the
Assistant Prosecutor continues to
maintain the City is not criminally
liable for any state violations. She has
requested the “more detailed docu-
mentation” in order to satisfy “Mr.
Flaherty’s allegations once and for
all.” Kelly said she didn’t expect a
final “report” from Wilkinson until the
first of the year but is assured nothing
will change.

In a related matter, Kelly reported that
while doing her research she was
unable to come up with written docu-
mentation to support the practice of
“committees.”

The Commission commonly forms
committees, normally a three-member
crew, to perform numerous jobs from
research for a pending project, re-
working an existing ordinance or writ-
ing a new one or working out the year-
ly budget.

Twenty-two year veteran Commis-
sioner Danny Gray told Kelly the
practice of “committees™ had been in
place in the City’s governmental prac-
tices as long as he had been involved
in Watervliet politics. He suggested
she look into old City meeting min-
utes for a record and a paper trail of
committees in the function of the mu-
nicipality.

New City Manager Troy Clay an-
nounced he planned on putting togeth-
er a prospective that will outline the
specific function of a “committee.” He
hopes to have this document approved
and in place prior to the new commis-
sioners being seated for their first
meeting on January 5, 2010.

Clay also stressed that he “is transpar-

ent when I do work for the City and
everything is above board and will
always remain so.”

Other business
The three newly elected City commis-
sioners were legally sworn in by City
Clerk Jan Kelly. New Commissioners
are: Pamela (“Pam”) Loyd, 824 Rich-
ard Street; Melanie Marvin, 424
Lucinda Lane; and Richard (“Rick™)

Wicks, 333 Highview Street.
Plaques and commemorative Ameri-

can flags were presented to the outgo-
ing, incumbent commissioners: 22-
year veteran Danny Gray; Duane
Cobb, who served six years on the
Commission; and Jason Roland, who
has been a civil servant for the past
five years. All were thanked for their
generous and unselfish service to the
community.
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The Commission unanimously ap-
proved the annual donation of $3,500
to the Watervliet Business Associa-
tion, specifically to be used for the
upcoming Winter Fest slated for Jan-
uary 8-10, 2010.

Commissioner Gray commented,
“The festival last year was a very suc-
cessful and the WBA did a great job.”
Talks are continuing between the City

Ve Brooklictd, Edge

|WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM

and the Planning Commission to ac-
cept a new “Rental Ordinance.”

The Commission agreed to pay
$92,121.36 for November 2009 bills.
The next City workshop meeting is
January 5, 2010, at 6:30 p.m.; and the
next regular meeting is January |2,
2010, at 7:00 p.m.

The newly elected commissioners
will be seated at these meetings.

Paw Paw Lake

ard of T,
Restaurant & Puba%

Welcomes you to a

SMOKE - FREE

dining experience starting Dec. 28

Make your

Christmas Banquet

&

New Year’s Eve
Party reservations

now!

463-3100

Open Christmas Eve, Noon-4 p.m.
(no kitchen service) ]H
Closed Christmas Day

Reserve now for a smoke-free

463-5656
# SALES * SERVICE * PARTS

New Year’s Eve |
Dinner Specials starting at 2pm.

8 oz. filet & 6 oz. lobster tail... $27.99
Twin 6 oz. lobster tails... $23.99

Pesto Chicken... $12.99

Lunch and Dinner Specials Daily
North Watervliet Road

a8
.~‘|~

www.btcu.

ommunity Medical Center

Welcomes Providers

Michael Kelly, DO and Ann Watkins, FNP, are now accepting patients at Community Medical Cen-
ter in Watervliet. The new pratice will join the Community Hospital family of medical centers and s
conveniently located on the hospital’s main campus, in the same facility as the After [Tours Clinic.

A graduate of the Michigan State University of Osteopathic Medicine, Dr. Kelly is board certified in
osteopathic family practice and has a special interest in diabetes management. He provides general
and preventative medical care for individuals of all ages.

Ms. Watkins 1s a graduate of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She has been a provider with
Community Hospital since 2006. Ms. Watkins also offers medical care for children through seniors,

with a special interest in whole family care.

New and former patients are welcome to make an appointment. For more information, please call

(269) 463-2459.

Communi
HOSPITAL |50

3.2459

Community Medical Center
120 Medical Park Drive
Watervlier, M1 49098

463-3100

YOUR COMMUNITY
CREDIT UNION

)M 269+468° 7705



http://www.midwayministnes.org
http://www.brookfielddodrf
http://WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM
http://www.btcu.com
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Our best wishes to these beautiful blossoms

P ——

of Watervliet in Saturdays Queen Pageant

N
R

——

THE 2010 MISS WATERVLIET SCH

P

OLARSHIP PAGEANT...will be held on Saturday, December 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Watervliet High School

A

Auditorium. The contestants are: (front row, from the left) Jordan Cowsert, Jennifer Oliphant, Sara Carr, Haleigh Kiser, Bethany Milnickel; (back
row, from the left) Kayla Warsko, Emily Fisher, Alyson Wendzel, Karlianne Loshbough, Madi DiMaggio, and Kelsey Douglas. The contest is spon-

sored by the Watervliet Lions Club. The theme of this year’s contest is “When You Wish U pon a Star.”

(Annette Christie photo)

. Tne wH AlRnouse

Llair - Skin - Nails

6N - 460770
1 Wake el M 098

Have a wonderful
time, ladies

Yo %aggcw

PIZZA ««« BURGERS

6410 N. M-63 Coloma 849-1521

' Mark and his staff wish the

SURA contestants
SV e 3 happy

< Q. i

w ime at the
[¢) u % Miss
T FARM BUREAU > Watervliet

‘i INSURANCE® # Contest
Moking Yow Fuee | 463-8910

MOPe Freciic abie 7422 Red Arrow

Paw Paw Lake

- gpard of Ty

Restaurant & Pub

e—————

Full Menu Dining and Cocktails
. Daily Luncheon and Dinner Specials
| North Watervliet Road 463-3100

We’'ll be smoke-free December 28!

A

Best of luck, ladies!

T
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HARDWARE

Have a lot of fun!

!L Watervliet
§ Have a great

| The _
j Side Track Cafe
|

Breakfast and Lunch

specials every day!
Downtown Watervliiet

before & after
the contes

Stop in

4932 N. Watervliet Rd.
463-6127

Scott and the employees
of Watervliet

wish the girls good luck

in this year's contest!

~ Downtown Wi

T A
iy
L

“at the corner” 463-4963

DRAKE BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Monthly Accounting & Bookkeeping

' INCOME TAX PREPARATION

BUSINESS TAX SERVICES
416 N. Main St., Watervliet

463-7211

LOSHBOUGH CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY

BiLL LOSHBOUGH
General Contracior

- Q6% W33
BEDL Faedt Airdn i FAX (6% 48638309
Warerdlel Wihigan 29048 CHLL (%% 208 406!

| 2% Trade Winde
Roads

36 N. Main Streot
Waterviiet, M 49008

iy (269) 463-8281

b/

Monday ~ Saturday

Watervliet

|“Where the big kids
come to play”

“...From before birth through life... "

LIFESTYLE

‘ « rOOam - 3 MOp
! Curves works to add
- 3 years to your life.
\ Regular evercise 15 proven %0 hawe long-lasting benetits for your
B oy e e i v ) e

| 4634471 Faulkner’s Curves
| Books on Parade AER - e
o~ Dané&Rosie A & bt o a1
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______Tri-City Area Sports News | . ;
Nancy is back in the AQB race lead Armchair Quarterbacks ple

There were some surprises this week but only one position change as the pack
tightened up with the lower players making up some ground on our leaders.

| . ’ ; /
Nancy Huffman went 8-4 this we / y st her back 1 th k d
e i Sl o s e s oM IS weekena's game Winners.
of a cushion over her nearest threat. '

And Mark Bolin is that nearest threat as he went 6-6 to fall out of the lead.
Mark went with all of the favorites and some of them let him down, like
Florida, Pittsburgh, Clemson and USC. But as they both have proven so far,
things could change in one week... just like they did this week.

Chris Leach stays in third place this week with an 8-4 record. That puts her
just five games behind Mark. And, she doesn’t lose any ground to Nancy either.
This has to be Chris’ best performance to date of any vear that she has compet-
ed. However, she still has to watch out behind herself as someone is still right P

’

on her tail. - , o  Nancy Huffman Mark Bolin Chris Leach John Demis Tom Gear Jim Edwards

That cqmpetltlon happens to be John'Der'ms' who stays in lourth p‘lac.e this Huffman’s TV & Watervliet Public  Guy’s Marine John’s Glass Tri-County Nancy's

week with an 8-4 recorq as well. John is s}nll Just one game bchlnd (.h!‘lS qnd Appliances Works 111-52 110-53 Computer Furniture

three games ahead of his nearegl competmon. That.stlll n]akcs it easy 1pr him 118-45 116-47 Navy, Colts, Navy, Colts, Services 102-61

to ’pass Chris and move up to third with another solid performance by him and Navy, Colts, Army, Colts,  Vikings, Giants, Vikings, Eagles, 107-56 Army, Colts,

aTstumble by ?hf's' , _ . Vikings, Giants, Vikings, Giants, Cowboys, Jags, Chargers, Navy, Colts,  Vikings, Giants,
om Gear stays in fifth place this week despite posting the best weekly record Cowboys, Jags, Chargers, Packers, Ravens Dolphins, Vikings, Giants, Chargers,

at 9-3. That gives Tom a needed. boost and he may do even better in the.\\'ecks Packers, Ravens Dolphins, Total Pts. 48 Packers, Ravens Cowboys, Jags, Dolphins,

to come, as Notre Dame has decided not to go to a bowl game so he won't have Total Pts. 47  Packers, Ravens Total Pts. 36  Packers, Ravens Packers. Ravens

to. worry about losmg thgt one. Total Pts. 36 Total Pts. 48 Total Pts. 49

Jim Edwards stays in sixth place this week as he went 8-4 for the week. Jim

is now five games behind Tom and has to catch him to move up. Jim has still ) . , , ; CE o .

come closer to the pack in general but has a way to go the get out of the cellar. This week’s picks... Phlladclphla Eagles at NY Giants Detroit L'|0nS at Ba!nmurg Ru\ ens

This week there are some more good match-ups with the Army-Navy game, Army vs. Navy ' Sap Dlegq Chargers at Dgllas The tiebreaker tor.pusm.nns

the only college game on the schedule. The rest will be NFL games and there [.)cnvcr Broncos at Indy Colts Miami Dolphins at Jacksqnvnlle Jags wil| be the total points of the

are some good ones as it comes down to the nitty-gritty for teams trying to nail Cincinnati Bengals at Minnesota Green Bay Packers at Chicago Bears Packers-Bears game.

down a play-off spot. | e i v

My view
from the
Press Box

By Mike Leith, Sportswriter

Watervliet gil‘lS take The very first quarter did them in as

they were outscored 21-2 to put them-
first game of the season selves in a deep hole. It was a 25-10

The Watervliet girls varsity basketball game at the half, before Brandywine

team started its season off on the right really put it away in the third quarter
foot as it notched a 50-48 win over with a 15-4 run.

Lawrence last Friday, December 4. Julie Timm led the Lady Comets with
The Lady Panthers had a balanced 14 points, while Shatoria Dancer
effort by their team, with Andrea Hiler added seven points.

scoring 18 points, six rebounds, three  The Coloma girls will travel to Bridg-
blocks, and two assists, Alex Spauld- man this Saturday, Dec. 12, for a
ing with 16 points, nine rebounds, and game; before hosting Centreville next

three steals; along with nine points, Tuesday, Dec. 15.

five rebounds, seven steals, and four Lady Indians fall
assists from freshman Nicole Winter.

Kirsten Sill added four poinls and two tO Decatur COngratulations tO the WaterVIiet HoSo CrOSS
i o o, i it o btem! - CountryTeam; thanks for the exciting Is}eason,
Hiler also went 6-9 from the free- Decatur by a 41-34 score last Friday Y ¢ ®

ou are always winners with us.

WATERVLIET HIGH SCHOOL BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY TEAM... (front row, from the left) Kirkland Love,
Mike Zaluckyj, Kevin Lynch; (back row, from the left) Eric Phillips, Nathan Wisdom, coach Aaron Weber, Troy
Burtchett, and Eric Kibler. (Photo by Lee Browndorf Photography)

throw lines. Winter also went 5-7 from night, Dec. 4.

‘h’;‘!]i ¢ _Jings, as the Lady The Lady Indians started out slowly,

Pa BPURP. Lot of tifle thére withMas they were OUSEOFEE™ST in the firs! pe— e

many fouls coming from the Lady quarter, but took a 13-11 lead at the &M Bafore or after.  —
Tigers. In fact, they were 16-28 from half. They were then outscored 30-21 ‘P the geme...

the charity stripes on the night. in the second half to fall by seven n Q‘ onjey anytime

Watervliet shot 36% from the floor points. {W D ’ ry

for the night as the Lady Panthers had  Kara Weberg led the Lady Indians § ¢ '
a lot o‘f missed shots and (fOUld have with 17 points, including three treys; e PIZZA ««¢ BURGERS
easily scored over 60 points. Ashley Clark had five points; while Mark Epple, Agent Call ahead, we'll have your order ready!
Coach Jim Winter was pleased with Megan Daisy, Becky Drake, and Kate- 7422 Red AN‘ Hwy S410N. 463 Coloma 849.1521
the balance his team showed and lyn Smith-each added four points. Wsterviiet mi‘ atExit 7 oft 1.96, tum leit "
hopes they get better with each game.  Earlier in the week, the Lady Indians

The Lady Panthers will not play again fell to South Haven by a close 47-45
until this Friday when they play the score. The game went very similar to
first game of a doubleheader against their game against Decatur, as Hart-
Lawton, with the boys taking the court  ford took a 10-9 first-quarter lead and
for the second game of the night. led 26-23 at the half. However, the

Saugatuck will then travel to Water- Lady Indians were outscored 24-19 in
vliet next Tuesday, December 15, for the second half to come out on the
the girls game. short end of the score. ‘

Coloma girls Split Katelyn Smith was high scorer with
12 points, Megan Daisy and Kelsey
first week Kroboth each had nine points, Brooke

The Coloma girls varsity basketball Edmonds and Ashley Clark each had
team split a pair of games last week as five points, while Becky Drake added
it downed Decatur 41-31 to start the four points.
week and fell to Brandywine 47-24 to  The Lady Indians will now host Mar-
end it. ‘ cellus this Friday, Dec. 11, before

In their game against Decatur, the hosting Bloomingdale next Tuesday.
Lady Comets fell behind 6-5 after one BCS bowls set
quarter before going on a 14-7 sec-
ond-quarter run to make it a 19-13
score in their favor at the half.

The third quarter saw Coloma build
on its lead, as the Lady Comets went uary 7, 2010, in Pasadena, California.
on a 16-6 run to make it a 35-19 game Georgia Tech will take on Towa in the
going into the fourth. They then coast- Orange Bowl, Central Michigan will
ed from there for the win. face Troy in the GMAC Bowl on Jan.

Julie Timm led the way with 19 6, Boise State faces TCU in the Fiesta
points, Shatoria Dancer had eight Bowl, Michigan State will face Texas
points, Olivia Zvonar and Kaitlyn Tech in the Alamo Bowl on Jan. 2,
Sink each added sour points, while Cincinnati faces Florida in lhc Sugar
Amanda Swihart and Karleann Stan- Bowl, Ohio State will face Oregon in
kiewicz each added three points. the Rose Bowl, Northwestern takes on

They then took on Brand-\“mc In a Auburn in the ()l-llhilCl\' Bowl, Penn
Lakeland Conference game and fell State faces LSU in the Capital One
by a 47-24 score to suffer their first Bowl, Virginia Tech faces Tennessee

loss of the season. CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

~ Your
Watervliet
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Mkl

LUNCH & DINNER

Board of Trade

North Waterviiet Rd. 463-3100

JC: E Waterviiet )]S

HARDWARE

DOWNTOWN
343 N. Main St.

The college bowl season has been set,
with Alabama and Texas set to meet
for the national championship on Jan-

EDGEWATER
BANK

1QUs sons

QuS Lo NS

167 Paw Paw

Coloma, Ml 49038
269-468-6741

"COUNTRY CUTS

| WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM LON e R oatmtid
| Mnl.? . Dr. Andy DeHaven
. GET IT TODAY! ﬂ on Red Arvow Highway CHEMICAL BANK. [ECEERTEETEIIN

463-5656 463-2887 463-4 100
* SALES * SERVICE * PARTS (463-CUTS)
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Coloma

Middle School
“Student of
the Month”

December 2, 2009
Tammy Hess, a seventh-grader, has
been selected as Coloma Middle
School’s “Student of the Month.”

Tammy is the 12-
vear-old daughter
of Jim and Gloria
Hess. She has threel
older siblings:
Johnny (age 32),[5%
Aprile (29), and
Gary (15). Also liv-
ing with Tammy is
a dog named Shyanne.

Tammy was nominated for this honor
by Ms. Knaff. In her nomination, she
said, “Tammy is one of those students
that always gives her best. Even when
something is hard, she doesn’t com-
plain. She is happy, helpful, and kind
to others. Tammy is honest, hard
working, and the kind of person you
would want for a friend.”

Hobbies for Tammy include hanging
out with friends, watching TV, riding
her bike. coloring, making her own
greeting cards, and playing on the
computer.

In her spare time, she enjoys listen-
ing to country music and reading any
books about cats and dogs.

Her favorite subject is math with Ms.
Knaff and her favorite video game is
Sonic for PS2

Tammy has participated in the Spe-
cial Olympics in Stevensville and
enjoys watching the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers.

Throughout Middle School, Tammy
has been on the Honor Roll and
C.ARE.

Watervliet
Middle School
“Student of
the Week”

I'he seventh-grade team at Watervliet

Middle School 1s proud to announce
Dustin Johnson as “Student of the
Week!™

Dustin 1s the sonf
of Brvan and Su-
san Johnson. He
has four siblings.
Kayla and Kyle are
and Zach)
and Brianna arejh
yYounger.

Dustin’s favorite
class 1s social studies because he likes
to learn about the Earth.

Mr. Toothman is Dustin’s favorite
teacher because they both like basket-
ball.

uldcl'.

Mr. Toothman says, “First of all, |
want to congratulate Dustin for being
chosen as the ‘Student of the Week.’
Dustin 1s a perfect example of why
we have this honor. He 1s always pre-
pared, ready, attentive, and present.

Dustin is a very outgoing young man
who is easy to talk to and appears to
be fun to be around. I know that I
enjoy being around him. He seems to
take a lot of pride in his schoolwork
and his athletics as well, and 1 like
that in a student athlete. Dustin’s
locker is outside my classroom door
and we always find something to talk
about. He is a true pleasure to have
in class. Again, congrats, Dustin, and
keep up the good work.”

Dustin is quite the athlete. He played
on the Middle School football team,
is currently on the basketball team,
and plans to wrestle and run track.
Outside of school, Dustin enjoys rid-
ing his three-wheeler, collecting foot-
ball cards, playing with his sister, and
shooting pool. He went to Lincoln,
Nebraska, last year to participate in
the National VNEA Pool League. He
placed 21 out of 300 in the 10-13 age
group.

After graduation, Dustin would like
to attend the University of Michigan
to study math and play football. He
dreams of playing in the National
Football League someday.

The seventh-grade team chose Dus-
tin because he is pleasant to have in
class. He works diligently and is re-
spectful and friendly to everyone.
Congratulations, Dustin!

News from
Coloma
Public Library

HOLIDAY HOURS

Coloma Public Library will be closed
on Thursday, December 24; Friday,
Dec. 25; and Saturday, Dec. 26. The
following week, the library will be
closed Thursday, December 31;
Friday, January |; and Saturday, Jan.
=

The Library Board and staff wish
everyone a Happy Holiday Season
and a Wonderful New Year!

STORY HOUR

Story Hour is going to be taking a
break for the winter season and will
resume in the spring. The last Story
Hour 1s Wednesday, December 16.
Story Hour meets Wednesdays at
10:30 at the library for children ages
3 and up. There is no fee or signup
required. It 1s asked that all children
be supervised by an adult.

BOOK CLUB MEETINGS

The next two meetings for the
Coloma Public Library Book Group
will be on Thursday, December 17;
and Thursday, January 7, 2010 The
meetings take place from 5:30 to 7:00
p.m. in the Community Room.

The book to read before the Dec. 17
meeting is The Day Donny Herbert
Woke Up by Rich Blake.

On Jan. 7, the group will be discus-
sing Bridge of Sighs by Richard Rus-
S0.

Both books are available for check-
out at the library. Inquiries about join-
ing the group may be made by phone,
(269) 468-3431; or by stopping in and
speaking with someone at the check-
out desk.
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Gift Cards on Sale!

Give the Perfect Getaway - Escape to the Movies!

How about Date Night with your Sweetie
or a Birthday Date with your child?

$20 Movie Gift Card,
Concession Coupon Book,

& Collectible Popcorn Bucket
With FREE Popcorn Refills*
Until April 1st, 2010!
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Movie Guide

NOW SHOWING

Please check
Celebration Cinema
and LOMA

ads on this page for

x ratings & showtimes X
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The Princess and the
Frog...

A fairy tale set in Jazz Age-era New
Orleans and centered on a young girl
named Princess Tiana (Anika Noni
Rose) and her fateful kiss with a frog
prince who desperately wants to be
human again.

.-.lﬂllllxlﬂf

A look at the life of Nelson Mandela
(Freeman) after the fall of apartheid in
South Africa during his first term as
President when he campaigned to host
the 1995 Rugby World Cup event as
an opportunity to unite his country-
men.

Armored...

A newbie guard for an armored truck
company is coerced by his veteran
coworkers to steal a truck containing
$42 million. But a wrinkle in their
supposedly foolproof plan divides the
group, leading to a potentially deadly
resolution.

Brothers...

Sam Cahill (Maguire) returns from
being held as a prisoner-of-war in Af-
ghanistan to find that his ex-con
brother (Gyllenhaal) has become the
man, of sorts, of the household where
Sam’s wife, Grace (Portman) had been
living under the assumption that she
was a widow.

Everybody’s Fine...

A widower (De Niro) takes an im-
promptu road trip in order to recon-
nect with his grown children, only to
discover that his family members are
living far from perfect lives.

New Moon...

When Bella’s blood is shed at her
birthday celebration, Edward’s intense
reaction to the event causes his par-
ents to pull up stakes and leave Forks,
Washington, for the sake of the young
lovers. Heartbroken, Bella finds a
form of comfort in reckless living, as
well as an even-closer friendship with
Jacob Black (Lautner). Danger in dif-
ferent forms awaits.

Blindside...

A disadvantaged teenager is taken in
by a conservative family who see tre-
mendous promise in the young man.
Despite certain obstacles, the attention
and inspiration he receives helps him
mature into an athletically and aca-
demically successful NFL prospect.

2 hlunotinsy

"€CeleY” " Cinema
834-SHOW 011 1-94 a1 Plpestane celebralioncinema cam
*

D P MOVIES PRESENTED WITH
- DLP DIGITAL CINEMA
TECHNOLOGY

*
Valid: Friday 12/11/09
to Thursday. 12/17

Buckets are here!
**Dave Matthew Band 3D (PG)
(Premium 3D Prices Apply)
12:30, 6:10,

* The Princess & The Frog (G)
1:10, 2:35, 3:35, 5:00, 6:30, 7:25,
9:55

*Invictus (PG13)

12:45, 2:45, 3:45, 6:45, 8:15, 9:45
*The Boondock Saints II: All
Saint's Day (R)

6:55, 9:50

* Armored (PG13)

1:30, 3:40, 5:50, 8:00, 10:10
*Brothers (PG13)

2:05, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55
*Everybody’s Fine(PG13)

1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:10

Old Dogs (PG)

1:45, 4:05, 6:20, 8:35

Planet 51 (PG)

1:30, 3:50

**Blind Side (PG13)

12:40, 3:35, 4:30, 6:30, 7:40, 9:25
New Moon (PG13)

1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:00, 10:00
2012 (PG13)

12:30, 4:00, 7:30

**A Christmas Carol 3D (PG)
(Premium 3D Prices Apply)
1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15

Sunday Night Coast Movie

Old Dogs

6:20 & 8:35

T,

“Kute Kids”...

THIS “KUTE KID"...is Lacey Jeanne ; ‘5

Gautreau, daughter of Brian and
Margaret (Martin) Gautreau of Colo-§;
rado Springs, Colorado. Lacey was
born September 25, 2009, in Colorado
Springs. Lacy’s proud grandparents
are Rodney Martin; Katherine and
Joe Rodriguez of Watervliet; and Lee
and Nikki Gautreau of Baton Rouge,
Lousiana. Lacey is also the first great-
grandchild to the late Charles and
Wanda Martin and is the 18th great-
grandchild of Phil and Rita Lynch, all
of Watervliet.

Share a photo of your “Kute Kids" with L ,
your friends, neighbors, and relatives ; J

who read the Tri-City Record. Make sure you write your kids' names on
the back of the picture and include any other information about it you'd
like to see in the paper, including mom and dad, grandma and grandpa,
and so on. Send the photo to the Tri-City Record, P.O. Box 7, Watervliet,
MI 49098.

DEC 11 THRU DEC 17
WWW.MOORETHEATRES.COM
ALSUN ONLY** FR]SA

[LOMA 468-1.0 VA COILOMA

MICHIGAN 637-1662

SOUTH HAVEN

OLD DOGS 2:25* 4:45 7:00 9:00**PG

NINJA ASSASSIN 2:15* 4:35 6:50 9:00**R
PRINCESS & THE FROG 2:05* 4:25 6:40 8:50**G

OMING SOON _ SHERLOCK HOLMES
WONDERLAND 683-1112 NILES

10:30 1:05 3:40 6:50 9:20 PG13
11:00 1:35 4:10 6:30 8:30 PG

Community Calendar

Sponsored as a community service by
Orchard Hill Sanitary Landfill
Send Community Calendar listings to: Tri-City Record,
Box 7, Watervliet, Ml 49098; Fax to (269) 463-8329;
or E-mail to record@i2k.com
Listings must be renewed weekly; the listings deadline
for next week’s newspaper is 12:00 noon on Monday.

Now, “WATERVLIET VFW POST 6803 IN NEED OF DONATIONS”
of canned goods & nonperishables. For pickup, call 463-7544 or 463-4528.
Now until Thursday, December 17, “PROJECT SCRIBBLE” sponsored
by Watervliet High School Student Council, Needed are NEW, colaring
books, crayons, stuffed animals, toys, etc., for children in the hospital over
Christmas. Monetary donations also appreciated. Please drop your donations
off at the WHS Office. Call Mrs. Sibley at 463-4221 if you have questions.
Now until Friday, December 18, “TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE” at Rookies
Bar & Grill, Red Arrow Hwy., just east of the stoplight in downtown
Watervliet. Your new unwrapped toy or toys are desperately needed.

Now until Saturday, December 19, “TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE” at
Curves in Watervliet. Your new toy donations are needed.

Every Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-noon, “BREAKFAST SERVED AT COLOMA
ROD & GUN CLUB,” Angling Road. Open to the public.

Thursday, December 10, 3:00-7:00 p.m., “FREE HIN1 VACCINATION
CLINIC” by the Berrien County Health Dept., at Saint Joseph Catholic
School, Watervliet. No restrictions on who can be vaccinated.

Fridays, December 11 & 18, “VAN BUREN/CASS DISTRICT
HEALTH DEPT. HIN1 VACCINATION CLINIC” BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY, at the Hartford Office. Please call (269) 621-3143. Also on
Dec. 11, you may get the seasonal flu vaccine by calling this same number.
Friday, Dec. 11, 5:00-7:00 p.m., “ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FISH FRY”
hosted by the Coloma American Legion bowling teams at Post 362, St.
Joseph Ave. & Sassaffras St. in Coloma. Adults, $7; children 3-10, $3: free
for children under 3. Also, chicken strip dinners, $6h. Open to the public.
Saturday, December 12, “GIFT SHOP OPEN” at Sarett Nature Center in
Benton Harbor. Many locally made nature-related items for sale.

Saturday, December 12, 5:00 start for chili cook-off at Ely Park and
6:00 p.m. parade start time at HHS, “LIGHTED CHRISTMAS
PARADE & CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK” in Hartford. Besides the
parade to Ely Park, activities include a chili cook-off & tasting, karaoke, pic-
tures w/Santa, and Christmas music. Hot dogs, hot chocolate, coffee &
baked goods will also be available for purchase.

Saturday, December 12, 7:00 p.m., “MISS WATERVLIET SCHOLAR-
SHIP PAGEANT” in the WHS Auditorium, sponsored by Watervliet Lions
Club. Tickets are $12. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 13, 3:00 p.m., “MR. WATERVLIET CONTEST” in
WHS Auditorium, sponsored by WHS Class of 2012. Tickets are $10.
Sunday, December 13, 3:00 p.m., “CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PRO-
GRAM?” at Salem Lutheran Church, 275 Marvin Street, Coloma. Potluck
will follow the program; all are invited.

Monday, December 14, 1:00 p.m., “TREE OF LOVE LIGHTING CER-
EMONY?™ sponsored by the Auxiliary of Community Hospital Watervliet,
in the lobby of the hospital. Refreshments will be served.

Tuesday, December 15, “LAST DAY TO ORDER CHRISTMAS FRUIT
BASKETS” from Salem Lutheran Church, Coloma. Cost is $10 per basket;
must be paid in advance. Call Edith at 468-5580 to order.

Thursday, December 17, 12:00 noon-5:30 p.m., “RED CROSS BLOOD
DRIVE" at Watervliet Knights of Columbus Hall, Paw Paw Avenue.
Thursday, Dec. 17, 6:00-7:00 p.m., “OPEN HOUSE HONORING
RETIREMENT OF SUPT. DAVE LEVSTEK," hosted by School Board
before its regular meeting at 7:00, in the Central Office. Public is invited.

Taking care of your disposal needs

Orchard Hill

Sanitary Landfill
3290 Hennessey Rd., Watervliet

463-5588

Open Monday - Friday 7a.m. - 4:30p.m., Saturday 7a.m. - 12 Noon

PRESS BOX

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

in the Chick-fil-A Bowl, Florida State
will play West Virginia in the Gator
Bowl, Oklahoma State faces Ole Miss
in the Cotton Bowl, Stanford plays
Oklahoma in the Sun Bowl, Nebraska
plays Arizona in the Holiday Bowl,
and Minnesota takes on lowa State in
the Insight Bowl.

Those are just a few of the major
bowl match-ups that will occur during
the holiday season, and those men-
tioned and a few of the others should
be good.

MSU will be

short-handed

The Michigan State football team has
received an invitation to the Alamo
Bowl where they will take on Texas
Tech.

However, not all is rosy in Spartan-
land, as for the second year in a row
MSU has had to punish football play-
ers for beating up students on campus.

Head coach Mark Dantonio said that
he was disappointed in their actions
and he permanently dismissed running
back Glenn Winston and defensive
back Roderick Jenrette from the team
and suspended eight others. Most
notably among those suspended were
starting defensive back Chris L. Ruc-
ker, along with wide receivers Mark
Dell and B.J. Cunningham.

Winston was involved in a similar
incident last year so he had his second
chance, which is why he and Jenrette
were dismissed.

Dantonio said that what made it even
more disappointing was the fact that
the players involved were not exactly
forthcoming when confronted about
the incident.

So now the Spartans will be minus 10
players because of this incident when
they head to the bowl game, and the
suspended players will have to ask
themselves if it was worth it.

It’s funny that Al Arend hasn’t said
anything about his beloved Spartans
and their problems, since he never
passes up a chance to bash the Wol-
verines or the Irish when he has a
chance. Come on, Al, give us some of
your insight and wisdom on how this
is going to positively effect the MSU
program.

Maybe you could have William Ast
put on his 50-year-old cardigan
sweater and give them some of his
wisdom about wanting to jamp off the
top of Spartan Stadium like he did ear-
lier this season after they lost to Cen-
tral Michigan.

It’s frustrating to beat up on him like
this, at MSU’s expense, because my
daughter went there and | root for
them whenever they are not playing
Michigan.

Focus on |
Fitness

By Ann DeHaven

Holiday Health Hazards

' You will probably be reading a lot about holiday
weight gain over the next few months. I’ve read
that most people gain an average of 7 pounds from
Thanksgiving to New Year’s; some will gain only a

' pound; some as many as 10 pounds or more. The

- hazard begins when you don’t lose the weight you

But it’s people like him who give
them a bad name when they cannot
base their arguments on their team’s
record and have to take cheap shots to
try to feel good about themselves.

Remember this, Al: 66-30-5. That is
the football record in wins and losses
that Michigan holds over the Spartans.
Call that a rivalry but [ call it a domi-

nant record over a Big Ten Conference
opponent.

Notre Dame pulls the
trigger on Weis

Yes, sir... just 45 minutes south of
here, the Charlie Weis era is over at
Notre Dame as university officials
fired him after the season-ending loss
to Stanford.

But, as he stated himself in an inter-
view with South Bend media last
week, he knew it was pretty much
over after the loss to Navy; but the
loss to Connecticut sealed his fate.

What he said was the most frustrat-
ing, though, was the fact that over the
years disgruntled fans have placed for
sale signs in front of his house that he
kept having to remove; and now that

he needs one, he can’t find one to use.

With the reportedly $18 million buy-
out that Notre Dame has to pay him on
his remaining contract, I'm sure that
he doesn’t have to worry about seliing
his house.

Look for him to be back in the NFL
next year as an offensive coordinator...
and very successful at that.

Meanwhile, it looks like Cincinnati’s
Brian Kelly is the front-runner for the
job right now. He is interviewing with
them this week.

WMS basketball
raffle

Attention! The Watervliet Middle
School basketball raffle is on now.
Tickets were sold at all home Middle
School games (11/30, 12/1, 12/2) and
will be sold at select varsity games.
Proceeds from the raffle tickets will
help purchase equipment for the Mid-
dle School basketball program.

The final raffle drawing will be held
at the varsity game on December 11.
Tickets are: 1/83, 2/85, 5/$10, 15/$20.

There is a change to the prizes this
year. The first 30 people to purchase
$20 in raffle tickets at one time will be
instantly able to draw one of the fol-
lowing nor’l;gra'n'q‘ : Pf‘i,l;F, iggms. Non:
grand prize items range from $15 to
above $20. 7 '
Please remember that you do not need
to be present to win any of the grand
prizes.

All raffle tickets are eligible for the
grand prize items. Remember, you can
only win one grand prize item.
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gain one year and then you gain again the following |
. i
- year, etc. Even just one or two pounds a year

- gained adds up over time.

As exciting as the holiday season is, it can also be a

source of stress with the extra demands on your :

time for shopping, baking, decorating, parties and

hosting visitors. Exercise

is a great stress reliever!

Even if you only have 10 minutes a few days a
- week to devote to exercise over the holidays, that is
- better than not exercising at all. Schedule your

workouts just like all of your other holiday activi-
' ties, and then follow through and keep your appoint-
'ments. You will probably find that after you begin
your exercise session, you will want to keep going

A ———
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because you feel better, and you will likely discover |
that you have the extra energy needed to get through
the holiday season in great shape!

We achieve because we believe!

This column 15 wntten for informat onal purposes

nly Always seek the advice

of your healthcare provider before beginning a new diet or exercise program

Contoars £Express.

The Better Idea in Women's Gyms!
7139 Red Arrow Hwy., Coloma, MI 49038

463-3364

contoursexpress.com/colomami

Grand prize items:
4 Chicago Bulls Tickets
| Family Pass to Howard Ice Rink in
St. Joseph
Non-grand prize items:
Prizes in the $20 ticket purchase:
| - One-Night Stay at Surfari Joe’s in
Watervliet, with 4 water park passes
| - Lake Michigan Hills Golf Course
- Two 18-Hole Rounds
| - Lake Michigan Hills Golf Course
- Two 18-Hole Rounds
| - Paw Paw Lake Golf Course - Two
18-Hole Rounds
I - $50 Gift Certificate to Keepin’
You in Stitches
| - Tri-City Record Subscription
| - 4 Tickets to Michigan vs. Michi-
gan State Girls Basketball Game on
Thursday, February 11, 2010
I - 4 Tickets to Michigan vs. Ohio
State Girls Basketball Game on Thurs-
day, January 21, 2010
I - 4 Tickets to Western Michigan
Basketball Game of Choice
I - 4 Tickets to Western Michigan
Hockey Game of Choice
1 - $25 Gift Certificate to Silver
Beach Pizza
1 - $25 Gift Certificate to Silver
Beach Pizza
1 - $25 Gift Certificate to Silver
Beach Pizza
I - 2 Chicken Quesadillas at Easy
Street/2 Ice Skating Passes to the
Howard Ice Rink
I - Saylor’s Pizza/$5 to Cinema
Magic/2 Free Games to AMF Lanes
| - Saylor’s Pizza/$5 to Cinema
Magic/Free Games to AMF Lanes
1 - $10 to Celebration Cinema/2 Ice
Skating Passes to Howard Ice Rink/$5
to Cinema Magic
1 - $10 to Celebration Cinema/2 Ice
Skating Passes to Howard Ice Rink/2
Games to AMF Lanes
1 - $10 to Celebration Cinema/2 Ice
Skating Passes to Howard Ice Rink/2
Games to AMF Lanes
| - $5 to Family Video/$5 to Chili's/
Burger King Value Meal/2 Free
Sandwich from McDonald’s
I - $5 to Family Video/2 Burger King
Value Meal/2 Free Sandwich from
McDonald’s
1 - $10 to Clementine’s/$5 to Family
Video/2 Free Games to AMF Lanes
I - $10 to Clementine’s/$5 to Family
Video/2 Free Games to AMF Lanes
| - Celebration Cinema T-Shirt/
McDonald’s Gift Certificates
I - Celebration Cinema T-Shirt/
McDonald’s Gift Certificates
‘I - Celebration Cinema ‘T-Shirt/
McDonald’s Gift Certificates:- +
1 - Celebration Cinema T-Shirt/
McDonald’s Gift Certificates
| - 2 Ice Skating Passes to Howard
Ice Rink/McDonald’s Gift Certificates
| - 2 Ice Skating Passes to Howard
Ice Rink/McDonald’s Gift Certificates
| - 2 Ice Skating Passes to Howard
Ice Rink/McDonald’s Gift Certificates
If you have any questions, please con-
tact Kevin Pockrandt for ticket infor-
mation or purchases.

Please share your good
news with the
readers of the

Tri-City Record...
E-mail to

record@i2k.com
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STEVEN JOHNSON...holds the
beautiful 11-point buck he got on
opening day, November 15. The
DNR gave the buck an overall rat-
ing of 155 3/8. (Angela Stair photo)

By Angela Stair
Steven Johnson, 19, has been hunting
since he was 14 years old but hadn’t
gotten a buck yet. That was all to
change for him on opening day.
Johnson was hunting from a blind
they had just built in Bloomingdale
and he hadn’t seen a thing.
The neighbors had seen this nice buck
that was coming up to an apple tree in
their yard, and eating, and Johnson

Deer catches

By Angela Stair

Helen Meachum, who lives on Coun-
ty Road 687 north of Hartford, was
hearing an awful noise around 9:00
a.m. Sunday, November 29. When she
went out to investigate, she found a
deer lodged in the fence by her home.

Meachum said a herd of deer had
come into the area of the trailer park;
a neighbor had seen them and let their
Labrador retrievers out and they
chased them. In the deer herd’s panic
to make an escape, the deer tore most
of Meachum’s 70" fence up and then
started making their escape through a
metal fence by the junkyard.

Most of the deer leaped through a
crack in the metal fence panels, but a
good-sized button buck got caught
and couldn’t free himself.

Meachum called her brother, Bob, to
come help her get him out of there.
She said it looked like he was going to
cut himself in half every time he
leaped up and fell back down.

First, they tried to tie his hind legs
together and lift him through but he
fought so that he broke free several
times. Eventually, Bob took a screw-
driver and removed the two panels to
free the deer.

Meachum said at first the deer just
collapsed, with his head leaned back
toward his neck, and she thought he
was dead.

Bob said, “No.” The deer was just in

Steven’s Tale of the Hunt

hoped he would be lucky enough to
see him.

Around 5:12 p.m., he was sitting in
the blind, looking at a magazine, lis-
tening to his music and answering his
phone. He saw, out of the corner of his
eye, what he thought was a fly. When
he turned to look, there was this beau-
tiful buck standing about 40 yards
away from him.

Johnson said he picked up his gun and
shot, hitting the deer, but the buck
turned and ran. He shot three more
times, knowing he hit him each time.
The buck ran about 50 yards and
crashed.

“I walked up to him and moved the
horns around to get a good look; then
patted the deer, telling him he was a
beauty, and stepped back to phone a
friend to pick me up,” Johnson said.
“Just then the buck got up, shook him-
self, and ran 35 more yards before
falling. 1 was scared half to death! I
didn’t know they would do that!”

The buck turned out to weigh approx-
imately 200 pounds field dressed and
had an 11-point rack. Johnson said the
DNR measured him and gave the buck
a 155 3/8 rating.

self in fence

shock and straightened out his legs
and then his head. At that point, the
buck leaped up and took off.
Meachum said her brother followed it
for a ways and said it looked all right
and would probably make it.

LUCKY BUCK...This button buck
caught himself in the metal fence as
he tried to escape from the dogs
chasing him. Lucky for him, Helen
Meachum and her brother, Bob
Meachum, freed him.

(Contributed photo)

Ve Brookiictd Edge

WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM

Where the Highways Meet . . In Watervliet
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boostMmobile

& litel

wireless

authorzed agent
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NETWORK
Better TV for all.

Computer Problems ?

Let us fix them and never leave the house (or office) !

Now offering “Remote Desktop Support”

No need to disconnect your system and bring it to our office. Just
sit down, click your mouse a few times and let us go to work re-

solving your problem.

No need to bring your system in and then try to figure out where
all those wires go when you get it back home. No down-time.
your system is always available to

you. You get to watch what we do.

Call us today 269-463-4963

) 18 for the firs 30 minus

Introductory Price

$79.99

Requires broadband access

o3 any additional time w

charged at a rate of $1 99 per munute
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WANT ADS

For sale, for rent, help wanted,
lost & found, work wanted,
personal announcements,
thank-you notes, etc.
12.00 of 25

Add 10¢ a word over 25 words.
Repeat same ad for $2 less.
Add $2 to border want ad.
Add $2 for tear sheet.

Ad must be paid in advance
AD PLACEMENT DEADLINE
IS NOON ON TUESDAY!

Tri-City Record
138 N. Main St., Box 7
Watervilet, Ml 49098

FOR RENT
APARTMENT...Hartford/Watervliet
area. Clean, 1-BR Apt. References
and deposit required, $400 per
month. Call (269) 325-7774.

(12-3; 12-20-09-TCR)

FOR SALE
I LOT...with 2 adult spaces in North
Shore Memory Garden in Garden of
the Good Shepherd. Best offer. Call
(513) 225-2474. °
(12-10, 12-17-09-TCR)

CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF
COLOMA
PLANNING
COMMISSION
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROP-
ERTY OWNERS OF THE CHAR-
TER TOWNSHIP OF COLOMA,
BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN,
AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED
PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Planning Commission of the Charter
Township of Coloma will conduct a
public hearing, concerning the fol-
lowing matter on Monday, December
21, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at the Coloma
Charter Township Hall, 4919 Paw
Paw Lake Road, Coloma, Michigan
49038.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE that a hearing will be held to
consider a request from Tina Buck,
2691 Fniday Road, Coloma, MI
49038, for a Special Land Use Permit
in order to increase the size of her
current off-site sign on a vacant piece
of property located on Friday Road,
property code 11-08-0032-0012-09-
2. The property i1s owned by Moun-
tain Road LLC, P.O. Box 127, Paw
Paw, M1 49079. Any interested par-
ties are invited to attend.
Written comments will be received
from any interested person concemn-
ing the foregoing matter by the Co-
loma Township Zoning Administra-
tor at the below listed address at any
time during normal business hours of
normal business days up to the date
of the hearing and may be further
received by the Planning Commis-
sion at the hearing.
Coloma Charter Township will pro-
vide necessary reasonable auxiliary
aids and services, such as signers for
the hearing impaired and audio tapes
of printed material being considered
at four (4) days notice to the Coloma
Charter Township Zoning Adminis-
trator. Individuals with disabilities
requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Coloma Charter
Township Zoning Administrator at
the address or telephone listed below.
COLOMA CHARTER TOWNSHIP
Cheryl Van Drasek
Zoning Administrator
4919 Paw Paw Lake Road
Coloma, MI 49038
(269) 468-7212
(12-10-09-TCR)

SYNOPSIS OF THE
REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BENTON
CHARTER
TOWNSHIP BOARD
OF TRUSTEES HELD
ON TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 1, 2009,
AT 5:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT
Ferguson, Clerk Phillips, Treasurer
Boothby, Trustees Fowler, Harvey,
Hudson & Jefferson

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT

Piontel

\llpcr\ 1sor

Controller Elden

Approved the minutes of the Ik“:lllldf
Id November 17, 2009,

cial meeting held Nov-

Approved payment of bill listing
totaling $134,637.66.
Meeting adjourned at 5:36 p.m.
Carolyn Phillips
Township Clerk
(12-19-09-TCR)

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Decedent, Settlor of a Trust
RE: Charles A. Jewell Trust dated
June 18, 1997
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Your interest in the estate may be
barred or affected by the following:
The decedent, Charles A. Jewell
whose last known address was 4232
Red Arrow Highway, Stevensville,
Michigan 49127, died on November
15, 20009.
The decedent was the Grantor of the
Charles A. Jewell Trust dated June
18, 1997 (“Trust™).
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the Trust will
be forever barred unless presented to
the current acting trustee (whose
name and address appears below) of
the Trust within four (4) months of
the date of publication of this notice.
The current acting trustee is:
Stephen C. Jewell, Successor Trustee
of the Charles A. Jewell Trust dated
June 18, 1997
6347 Brookpark Dr.
Stevensville, MI 49127
Notice is further given that the Trust
will be thereafter assigned and dis-
tributed to the persons entitled to it.
Dated: November 24, 2009
Attorney for Trustee:
Kathleen Kinney Bowman (P34254)
Sperry & Bowman, PLC
317 Center Street, P.O. Box 465
South Haven, MI 49090
(269) 637-1151
(12-19-09-TCR)

WATERVLIET
CHARTER
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF
ORDINANCE

AMENDMENT

TO THE RESIDENTS AND PROP-
ERTY OWNERS OF WATERVLIET
CHARTER TOWNSHIP AND ALL
OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Watervliet Charter Township Board
will consider the amendment of
Zoning Ordinance No. 50, Article V,
Section 5.08 at their December 21,
2009, regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. at
the Watervliet Charter Township Hall
located at 4959 M-140 Highway,
Watervliet, Michigan. The proposed
amendment would add the item
“light equipment and recreational
vehicle storage totally enclosed with-
in a building” to uses in the M-2
Industrial-General  District  that
require a Township Board Special
Land Use Permit. The proposed
amendment was accepted for first
reading at a special meeting held on
December 1, 2009. Below is a true
and complete copy of the proposed
amended section.

DISTRICT AND INTENT: To
establish and preserve areas for
industrial and related uses which
might typically crate problems of in-
compatibility because of nose,
smoke, fumes, vibration, odors, etc.,
with other kinds of uses.
PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES:
Same as M-l Permitted Principal
Uses, Section 5.07

PERMITTED ACCESSORY
USES: Uses typically incidental to
the permitted principal use.

USES REQUIRING TOWNSHIP
BOARD SPECIAL LAND USE
PERMIT:

I.) The following uses may only be
permitted upon conclusive demon-
stration through specific plans that
the proposed use shall not be obnox-
ious, hazardous or detrimental to the
public health, safety and welfare. No
such use shall be located closer than
one thousand (1,000) feet to a resi-
dential district: Junk, scrap paper or
rag baling or handling; poultry
killing, dressing or live storage; am-
monia, bleaching powder or chlorine
manufacture, asphalt manufacture or
refining; boiler works, forge works,

“aluminum, brass, copper, iron or steel

foundry employing five (5) or more
workers; brick, tile or terra-cotta
manufacture; celluloid manufacture
or treatment; creosote treatment or
manufacture; disinfectant or insecti-
cide manufacture; distillation of
bones, coal tar, wood or agricultural
products; dye manufacture; electro-
plating; fat rendering; fertilizer man-
ufacture; glue, gelatin or size manu-
facture; lime, cement or plaster of
paris manufacture; molten bath plat-
ing; oil cloth or linoleum manufac-
ture; plastic manufacture or articles
therefrom; raw hides or skins or the
storage, curing or tanning thereof;
rock crushing, rolling mills; rubber
manufacture; slaughtering of animals
or fowl; smelting or iron; soap manu-
facture; stockyards; sulfuric, nitric or
hydrochloric acid manufacture; tal-
low, grease or lard manufacture or
refining; tar distillation or manufac-
ture of dyes; tar roofing or tar water-
proofing manufacture; yeast manu-
facture, food processing employing
more than ten (10) people; concrete
ready-mix plants; manufacture, pro-
cessing or storage of explosives;
smelting of tin, copper, zinc, iron
ores or any other metal; operation of
Junk yards or savage vyards; light
equipment and recreational vehicle
storage totally enclosed within a
building.
2.) Planned Unit Development.
3.) Communication and other towers.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE that printed copies of the pro-
posed amended section are available
at the Township Hall for purchase or
inspection. Copies of the proposed
amendment may be mailed to inter-
ested persons upon the reception of
$1.00. Inquiries may be directed to
the Office of Zoning Administrator at
(269) 463-5113. Watervliet Charter
Township will provide reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as
signers for the hearing impaired and
audio tapes of printed material being
considered at the meeting upon four
(4) business days notice by contact-
ing the Watervliet Charter Township
Zoning Administrator at the above
phone number or writing to P.O. Box
384 Watervliet, MI. 49098
Robert Lohr
Zoning Administrator
(12-19-09-TCR)

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Decedent,

Settlor of a Trust
RE: Pasquale Santaniello Trust dated
August 22, 1995
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Your interest in the estate may be
barred or affected by the following:
The decedent, Pasquale Santaniello
whose last known address was 2234
West Glenlord Road, Stevensville,
Michigan 49127, died on September
12, 2009.
The decedent was the Grantor of the
Pasquale Santaniello Trust dated
August 22, 1995 (“Trust™).
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the Trust will

be forever barred unless presented to
the current acting trustee (whose
name and address appears below) of
the Trust within four (4) months of
the date of publication of this notice.
The current acting trustee is:
Marianna Santaniello, Trustee of the
Pasquale Santaniello Trust Dated
August 22, 1995
2234 West Glenlord Road
Stevensville, MI 49127
Notice is further given that the Trust
will be thereafter assigned and dis-
tributed to the persons entitled to it.
Dated: December 7, 2009
Attorney for Trustee:
Kathleen Kinney Bowman (P34254)
Sperry & Bowman, PLC
317 Center Street, P.O. Box 465
South Haven, MI 49090
(269) 637-1151
(12-19-09-TCR)

PUBLIC NOTICE
HARTFORD
TOWNSHIP
DECEMBER

BOARD OF REVIEW

MEETING

Tuesday, December 15, 2009
At Hartford Township Hall
9 A M. until finished

The Board will meet to correct any
Tax Roll Errors or omissions.
Matters of “judgment of value” can-

not be considered by Dec. BOR.
(12-19-09-TCR)

Quinton James Schaffer, Watervliet;
and Denise Lyn Cates, Dowagiac.
Todd William Below, Dowagiac; and
Ashley Sue Grimes, Niles.

Derek Thomas Rutledge, Niles; and
Erin Nichole Terry, Cassopolis.
Jeremy Richard Minikel and Aman-
da Carlene Spratling, both of Benton
Harbor.

Justin Ryan Gross, Statesville, North
Carolina; and Shawnice Louise
McLane, Niles.

Matthew Jacob Baker, Berrien
Springs; and Loretta Marie Slavings,
Benton Harbor.

Robert Earl Goodman and Brenda
Kay Ross, both of Benton Harbor.

Raymond Emanuel Davis, Benton

Harbor; and Doretha Davis,
Kalamazoo.
John Errol Tyler Conlin, New

Buffalo and Mari Linn Thomas,
Gladstone, Oregon.

Shawn Christian Fant, Monroe; and
Angela Nicole Casey, Niles.

Fred Theodore Williams, Remus;
and Connie Faye Williams, Bridg-
man.

Gordon Yeboah-Amoako, Berrien
Springs; and Melissa Ann Ference,
South Bend, Indiana.

John Raymond Malone Jr. and
Christy Lyn Sobecki, both of Three
Oaks.

Curtis Ree Jackson, Lithonia, Geor-
gia; or Nakema Fayette Hereford,
Buchanan.

Al Lester Seuell and Tori Shareece
Polk, both of Benton Harbor.

Donald Spencer Carbon and Destyni
Lynn Dolan, both of Buchanan.

Marriage Robert Eugene J. Rowles, Three
. Oaks; and Melody May Hatfield,
Llcenses Michigan City, Indiana.

Christopher James Hammond and
Samantha Lee Gaul, both of Niles.
Lewis Opper Marks, Charlotte,
North Carolina; and Melanie Gaile
Fedderson, Chicago, Illinois.

Bryan Adam Williams, St. Joseph;

The following marriage

licenses were issued by

Berrien County Clerk
M. Louise Stine

(Compiled by Annette Christie)

Timothy Jeffrey Bolton and Sarah
Mae Genung, both of Niles.

David Bucci and Patricia Belen
Hayes, both of Chicago, Illinois.
Ralph John Lohraff and Dana Jeanne
Webster, both of Berrien Springs.

Anthony Alexander Buzas and
Crystal Lynn Blann, both of Niles.
Bryan Mark Chan and Sandy Rachel
Molnar, both of Zionsville, Indiana.
Charlie Kay Field Jr. and Priscilla
Jane Byrns, both of St. Joseph.

and Lindsey Rachael Gaynor, Ste-
vensville.

Dwight W. Bates Sr. and Angelique
Marie Motton, both of Eau Claire.
Nesbitt Clayton and Joan McManus,
both of Benton Harbor.

Steve Roger Massey and Vila Mae
Buskirk, both of Coloma.

Cory David Hubbard and Karla Mae
Batchelor, both of Niles.

E-mail your news to:

record@i2k.com

Ve Brookjietd Edge
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GET IT TODAY!
463-5656
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Please call on us for professional care

ALL-DENTURE

Dr. Bob Hiddema

Same Day Denture Repairs & Relines
Sets of Dentures for less than $1,000
Immediate Dentures $210 Economy Dentures

Call For Free Consultation
269-637-0414 or 800-498-5007

7127 S. Westnedge, Portage 555 Broadway, South Haven
www.all-denture.com

i

IS NOW

'CHIROPRACTIC

WHY SUFFER? Most emergencies seen
same or the next day!

Dr. Andy DeHaven

Lifestyle Chiropractic

7652 Red Arrow Hwy.
Watervliet

(269) 463-4100

“Great dental care
IS just minutes away”

Stuart W. Boekeloo, D.Ds., PcC.

accepting new patients ;
(269) 429-6101 ™

2525 S. Cleveland Ave.
St. Joseph, Michigan, 49085
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Paw Paw Lake
Almanac

By Delavan Sipes

By Delavan Sipes
Note from Mother Nature on Decem-
ber 4, “The pieces are on the way.”
When | checked the delivery system,
they definitely were on the way. I
wondered how long it might take for
all of them to arrive. When all the
pieces were here, | knew it would be
a delight to put them together. There
are always so many varied ways in
which the assemblies can be made.
That is one of the joys of getting new

pieces. It increases the number of

possibilities, limited only by the
imagination. The pieces come in both
large and small and all in-between,
and they come in dry, moist and
downright wet. The best ones are
large and moist; and when there are
enough of them, it’s time to build a
snowman, or a dragon, a dinosaur, or
a fort on the hill, because all of these
fall from the sky... unassembled. And
what fun it is to assemble them. The
beginning of the fun is in deciding
what to make of those unassembled
snowflakes.

One Valentine’s Day, we had a great
snow and it produced a large heart

with a derby hat and cane, all of

snow; and a face made of twigs and
small branches.

One Christmas holiday our assembly
of those glorious flakes brought a
Brontosaurus to our yard. Every other
year or so there was a semi-tradition-
al fort. Of course, every year brought
forth a snowman related to, but not
quite a close relative of, the previous
year’s snowman. Sometimes they
stood erect, and others leaned precar-
iously until the first warm day sent
them toppling.

It’s hard to beat the imagination that
comes to play with you when unas-
sembled snowflakes flutter earth-
ward.

Much of the light snow was gone by

Sunday evening, but it was enough to
remind us of the beauty that a few
million snowflakes can lend to brown
and bedraggled vegetation.
So now we need to get ready for win-
ter, with a white Christmas as first
priority. After that we look for the
kind of snow that can be fun (hope-
fully without a lot of work shoveling
and scooping). Dry, powder snow -
great for skiing and tobogganing and
saucer sledding. Moist, packing snow
- great for building snowmen, forts
and snowballs. Wet, heavy snow -
horrible for shoveling and impossible
to sweep; the down side of winter.
The ideal days are slightly below

freezing, sunny, no wind and loads of
time to play in nature’s wonderland of

snowflakes, those unassembled pie-
ces that are just waiting for wild
imagination to put them in place.

Oh, by the way! Rick Rasmussen
checked out the Quarry thing, and
nowhere is there any mention of a
quarry in the channel digging process
that surrounds the islands of Paw Paw
Lake. Thanks, Rick.

delavanll22( comcast.net

Next Week: More about stuff...
It’s questionable: What should vou
do when you see an endangered ani-

Center new

The recent snows will make the Sarett
Nature Center boardwalks a bit ship-
pery again but will also highlight the
tracks of the many animals that stay
active here during the winter season.

A long-eared owl has been spotted in
the pine tree area across the street
from the nature center building
Although these owls breed in the
northern part of the state, they are only
winter visitors for us here at Sarett.

DECEMBER 12

Remember the Sarett Nature Center
gift shop for those last-minute holiday
gifts. Many locally made nature-relat-
ed items like gourd birdhouses, honey,
maple syrup, ornaments, and wooden
items are available.

Nature books, bird feeders, and bird-
seed make great gifts.

Sarett Nature Center members re-
ceive 10% off gift store purchases dur-
ing the month of December

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
DECEMBER 17, 7:00 P.M.
New York City Opera tenor Paul
Mow will present a Christmas Con-
cert at Sarett Nature Center. He and
his musical colleagues and students
will perform holiday favorites.
Advanced reservations are S15 for
adults and S5 for children.

Tickets will also be available at the
door for $20 for adults and $7 for chil-
dren.

December 10, 2009 Tri-City Record 13

621-4329 angie@cy

The Department of Natural Resources
reports that about the only action tak-
ing place right now is stream and pier
fishing.

Anglers on the St. Joe and South
Haven piers are still taking a fair num-
ber of Whitefish, using spawn or wax
worms. On the St. Joe River, Steel-
head have been caught near the dam at
Berrien Springs on the latest trend in
bait; floating shrimp under a bobber
seems to work. Some fish are sull
being c;mghl at the Watervliet dam.
The DNR has certified a 2.15-pound
Pumpkinseed fish caught October 26
in Lapeer County as a state record. It
broke the earlier record set in June of
this vear in Emmet County with a
|.58-pound fish. Other records set n
2009 were for the Great Lakes Mus-
kellunge, Brown Trout, and Redear
Sunfish.

A preliminary estimate of the Firearm
deer harvest by the DNR shows a 10%
to 20% decline over the state as a
whole from last vear’s figures. The
biggest decline was in the Upper
Peninsula with the harvest being down
20% to 30%.

because of the harsh 2008-2009 win-

T'his had been expected

ter.

Muzzleloader hunters may reap that
that the
opened in our area, with more deer out

benefit now season has

there. Deer muzzleloading season n

Hunting &
Fishing Reports

By Angie Stair

bersol.com

female bears being tracked in the
northern Lower Peninsula with the air
of radio tracking equipment. They
would like to do the same in the south-
ern Lower Peninsula,

Hunters, or anyone, who encounter
bear dens are asked to record (GPS it,
if possible) the location and contact
Dwayne Etter at (517) 373-9358,
extension 256, for bears in the south-
ern Lower Peninsula. The public is
reminded that it is illegal to disturb a
bear den or disturb, harm, or molest a
bear in its den.

WATERVLIET ROD &
GUN CLUB NEWS

Trap shooting at the Watervliet Rod
& Gun Club 1s open to not only the
members but the public as well.
Monday shoots start at 6:30 p.m. and
will be held December 21. Sunday
shoots start at 2:30 p.m. and will be
held on December 13 and 27.

The Straight Shooters 4-H Club will
hold 1its monthly meeting on Sunday,
December 13, and will also have its
Christmas party then. The public is
welcome to come by for the meeting
or to join up. It will be from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m.

COLOMA ROD &
GUN CLUB NEWS

mal eating an endangered plant?

The Brookiield Edge

our zone runs from December 4 to
December 20. Late firearm season
opens December 21,

I'he DNR is seeking help in finding
Lower Peninsula denned bears. This 1s
an ongoing

I'he Coloma Rod & Gun Club’s Chil-
dren’s Christmas Party was a success
on Saturday, December 5, with 23
voungsters and 45 adults attending.
Santa made it and talked to the chil-
dren and presented gifts. Club mem-

effort in the northern pars would like to thank Santa and his

WWW.BROOKFIELDDODGE.COM

- & SALES

GET IT TODAY!

463-5656
* SERVICE

o

PARTS

Lower Peninsula; and because bears
are becoming more common in the
southern Lower Peninsula, biologists
are interested in learning more about
their movements and habitat associa-
Lons.

DNR wildlite biologist Mark Boersen
reported that there are currently three

helpers for stopping by and providing
a good time.

Coloma Rod & Gun Club will be con-
ducting a CCW class on Saturday,
December 19, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Anyone interested needs to con-
tact Dan Everts at (269) 621-3370 for
scheduling.

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

.. Please call on us for quality products and professional services

ACCOUNTING & TAXES

DRAKE BUSINESS SYSTEMS
Monthly Accounting & Bookkeeping

TAX SERVICES
Kenneth L. Sutton

416 N. Main Street

P.O. Box 296, Watervliet Ml 49098
Ph. (269) 463-7211 Fax 463-7154

Serving Southwest Michigan Since 1977

DOG GROOMING
Lynws:
MOBILE

DOG GROOMING

OUR BUSINESS 1S "GOING TO" THE DOGS
269-621-2097

INTERNET PROVIDER

Tired of getting kicked off?

ick back with G t!N ets

rvice Provider
"Where Local is Better"”

Unlimited Access for Just $20/mo.
Sign up Today!! Call 269-621-4884
Or visit www.citynets.com

Interne

Toll free 1-866-621-4884

PRINTING

BUSINESS CARDS
ENVELOPES & LETTERHEAD

WEDDING INVITATIONS
GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

FULL COLOR AVAILABLE

Tri-City Record

463-6337

arage

468-8005 ...

Automotive Service and Repair
State Licensed Master Technician

Prescriptions
Over-the-counter medicines
Hallmark Greeting Cards
Yankee Candles Unique Gifts

Watervliet

Over 30 years Experience

DRUG STORE & GIFTS
Main St. Pharmacy & Gifts

"
formerly Belfy Drug Store

387 N. Main St.

MARINA

JD’s MARINA

Sales - Service - Storage
330 N. M-140, Watervliet
1-269-463-6511 mpms@locallink.net

Tahoe Pontoons - Evinrude Engines
& your new Shorestation Dealer

)

o

3290 Hennessey Road Waterviiet, Ml

269-463-3232 1-800-246-5992

5572 Paw Paw Lake Rd
Coloma, Mi 49038

vloma@comecast. net

Vitamins

463-3164

You've tned
the rest, now
try the BEST!

call
TODAY!

Tri-County

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS COMPUTER SERVICES

Joseph D Immoos
Owner / Technician

Computer Services

Watervliet

Fax 463-4964

104 N. Main St.

P rompt
Profcssional

Knowledgeable

Computer Problems?

Call us !
269 463-4963 (go-fix-me)

email: tcr@gofixme.com

EXCAVATION

ITHROW-
W Excavating &

=

* Gonstruction

* Grading, Basernents, Land Clearing
* Sewer, Water & Septic Systema

+ Snow Removal

= Complete Site Development

+ Sand, Gravel, Slag, Fill & Topsoll

* All Types of Trucking

TRASH COLLECTION

g

Servicing all t

269-925-0806 or 269-208-0721
FREE ESTIMATES, LICENSED & INSURED

Mx PARTS NOW wc

Waking Riding Affordable

RICHCREEK WETER PUMP
SALES & SERVICE inc™
“q| 4063-324]

55875 70th Street ™
Hartford

ypes of water pumps

and related equipment. Ed Richcreek

Ask me abo

ut the living water
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Toys for Tots
at Curves

Curves in Watervliet will be collect-
ing toys for Toys for Tots drive until
Saturday, December 19.

Please drop off your unwrapped
toy(s) during regular business hours.

Donations requested
Watervliet VFW

Post 6803 to assist

local families

Watervliet VFW Post 6803 is accept-
ing donations of canned goods and
nonperishables, as it will be assisting
six families in the Tri-City Area.

For pickup of donations, please call
463-7544 or 463-4528.

Children’s
Christmas
program Dec. 13
at Salem
Lutheran Church

Salem Lutheran Church will be fea-
turing its Sunday school and pre-
school children’s Christmas program
“Twas The Night Before” on Sunday,
December 13, at 3:00 p.m.; with a
potluck to follow.

Everyone is welcome.

Salem is located in Coloma, is a
member of the Missouri Synod, and
holds its regular worship services on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Christmas fruit baskets

Salem is also selling Christmas fruit
baskets. Orders must be placed and
paid for by December 135 at the cost of
$10 each.

All baskets will contain two apples,
an orange, bananas and other fruits,
plus a homemade treat.

Baskets can be picked up on Satur-
day, December 19, from 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

Send your fruit basket orders to the
church: P.O. Box 729, Coloma, MI
49038; or come directly to the church

275 Marvin Street in Coloma.

For more information, call 468-6567

or Edith at 468-5580.

Donations needed

for “Project
Scribble” at WHS

The Watervliet High School Student
Council 1s sponsoring a new program
called “Project Scribble.” The pro-
gram began Monday, December 7,
and will continue through Thursday,
Dec. 17.

The students will be collecting NEW
coloring books, crayons, stuffed ani-
mals, toys, etc., for children who are
in the hospital over Christmas. Mone-
tary donations will be used to pur-
chase such items and are very much
appreciated.

Gifts or donations may be dropped off
in the High School Office.

“Christmas
in the Park”
is Saturday

By Chrissy Meek
“Christmas in the Park™ is a Hartford
tradition. For the past eight years, the
City of Hartford has put this event on
at Ely Park. Hosted by the Lions Club
and Chairman Judy Sinclair, the festi-
val brings the community out for a

good time.

On Saturday, December 12, starting
at 5:00 p.m., the chili cook-off takes

place with three different versions of

chili to be judged: red, green, and al-
ternative (unusual meats).

The judges will include District Rep-
resentative Tonya Schuitmaker this
year.

“Taste testing is available to the daring
individuals who wish to partake in the

fun. Awards will be given for the best
tasting chili there

Like to \lng" There will be karaoke
for the kids and the “kids at heant,”
along with a disc jockey playing
Christmas music throughout the ev-
ening After the cook-off, the Christ

onring

and caroling will be
Hartford Middle

mas 1

sung by the School

enits
()n

the Lighting ceremony 1

ho s
the CAh

THE WATERVLIET BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION...will again spon-
sor a visit from that “jolly old elf”
Santa Claus this coming Saturday,
December 12, from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon at Cortez Floering in

downtown Watervliet. Have you
been naughty or nice? It doesn’t
matter... come one and all, tell
Santa the desires of your heart, and
enjoy a special treat. The charming
and magical “Nana Christmas™ will
also make a second appearance on
Saturday to read favorite holiday
stories to youngsters of all ages.
Don’t miss this last chance to see
Santa in the Tri-City Area!

(Dan Faulkner photo)

gins. When the sky is dark, the beauti-
ful lights on the floats look amazing.
This is when Santa arrives. All the
kids look forward to this because he
gets up on the stage and takes pictures
with the children. Not only do you get
the picture taken with Santa, but a free
picture is yours to keep.
The event concludes around 8:00 p.m.
Kim Sinclair, daughter-in-law of Judy
Sinclair, said, “We don't give away
fancy prizes. We just want people to
come out for a good time."”

Honoring
loved ones this
holiday season

Community Hospital’s Auxiliary

would like to welcome the public to
the annual Tree of Love lighting cere-
mony on Monday, December 14, at
1:00 p.m.
The festivities are held in the lobby of
the hospital, where refreshments will
be served to the sounds of holiday car-
ols after the lighting of this special
tree.

Loved ones can purchase personal-
ized angel ornaments or festive holi-
day globes in memory or in honor of a
friend or family member.

All names will be displayed on a mas-
ter list for everyone to see.

Contributions will go toward the
Auxiliary’s fundraising efforts that

support Community Hospital Water-
vliet and all of its patient-care pro-
grams.

WBA Downtown
Christmas
Window
Decorating
Contest deadline

is December 18

The Watervliet Business Association
annual Downtown Christmas Window
Decorating Contest for 2009 is in
process, with many of the storefronts
already showing holiday cheer. There
1s no entry fee to enter this competi-
tion.

Who will win the “Traveling Trophy™
and cash prize this year?

Deadline for the contest is Friday,
December 18, at noon.

Judges will be last year’s winners,
“The Tri-City Record.” The creativity
of Anne Baver and Amy Bayer Losh-
bough, coupled with the carpentry
skills of son-in-law Billy Loshbough,
brought together a 3-D window dis-

play that dazzled and delighted the |

community.

Can you outdo the Bayer family for
2009? The WBA invites all Watervliet
businesses to “give itatry”... after all,
it’s all in good fun and it’s a great way
to add joy to the season and beauty to
our town!

When holidays
are not joyful...

For those who have lost a loved one,

who are experiencing illness, who
cannot be with their family, who are
experiencing financial difficulties or
any other difficulties, holidays often
bring feelings of sadness, depression
or despair. The joy that fills the air
often brings just another sadness.

On Thursday, December 17, at'7:00
p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ, there will be a Blue Christmas
Service of scripture, music, prayer,
and candle lighting with the theme of
comfort and hope.

Those who are interested are invited
to come and listen or participate as
they are so inclined. Please take the
time to invite friends and neighbors
you feel might appreciate a time to
reflect and seek peace for their lives.

St. Paul’s is located one mile west of
M-140 at the corner of Hill Road and
North Bainbridge Center/Hennesey
roads.

For further information, please call
Pastor Miryam Hammond at (269)
605-9912.

Make Coloma Your
Hometown Shopping

Center for

Easy Street Inn'$
& Stop In for some
Christmas Cheer
" and a warm up

Give a Present
with a Future
Give a gift that keeps on giving

this holiday season, a high
#’ quality investm ent.
There's something for
everyone on your list - stocks, bonds,
mutual funds and much more.
L
Edward Jones
"Making Sense of Investing"
Denise Barowicz, AAMS

Financial Advisor
154 Badt Drive, Coloma  468-4153

“Ruff Cuts
)4 Barber Shop |

Rich Ruff, Barber
Men’s Hair Styling
Razor Cuts
Hot Lather
Straight Razor Shave
Downtown Coloma

468-TRIM

Merry
Clma!nm.s‘.'_ .

N

Winnkles removed

:thout surgery!

CUTTING CORNERS
Hair - Naild - Massage
134 N. Paw Paw St, Coloma
468-3055 next to Subway
We’'re Grandma’s

special gift!

Gift Certificates
for your
special person!

the Holidays

For gifts that last all year
& many in-store specials!

FOUR SEASONS
POOL & SPA

“We would like
to get you
in hot water!”

Downtown 468-3118

Our Gift Cards
are a perfect
stocking stuffer!

I'he

l’ Tavern

Food & Spirits

Don't buy grandma l
anothor bracelet, get her
some new windows to
save on her heat bllls

John’s Glass |

271 N. Paw Paw
468- 4227 ,

I

Phone 468-5
a
Dlscou t’é'

I
Néycgt S
6671 Red Arrow H
See our
100s of Santas

.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

EDGEWATER
B ANK

OUR COMMUNITY YOUR EDOR

167 Paw Paw Street

Coloma 468-6741
www.edgewaterbank.com

s

Shop Watervliet for great hometown
Christmas values, sales, and services

@ Hungry
a0 Santas
enjoy the Daily Lunch
& Breakfast Specials

at the
SIDETRACK CAFE

for Christmas
Gift Certificates
Open daily Main St.

Now taking special orders

The Movie
Library

MOVIE SALE!

Movie and Game Rentals
Pay-2-Play Gaming, Jewelry

www.themoviellbrary.org
463-4024 139 N. Main St.

Gift Certificates

our Christirns
arters for

We're
supply
meal and party planning;
toys, cards, gifts & wrap,
housewares & more!

Have your Happy Holldays
at the Paw Paw Lake

Board
of Trade

Gift Certificates Available
Make your Christmas and
New Years Party reservations
Open at 11 a.m. Dally,
Noon on Sunday
North Watervilet Rd. 463-3100

131 N Main St. 463-8112
GROCERIES

GOOD FOOD
GIFTS

from the Orient
New Food Items Weekly
www kims s iangroceries.com

Kim’s Asian Grocery

HARDWARE

Great Gifts for all
the handy people
in your life!
Main St.
Mon-Sat 8:30 - 5:30

WAFFLE
HOUSE

s

Tri-County
Computer Services

Service Dept. Special

& & B B B8
" Your 5' oil change FREE!
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR

APPOINTMENT
1\ | 269-463-5656

Starting at $26.95

Main St. 463-5656 |

R Gt Tt

N

Meat Cheese, &

Shrimp Trays

Hams & Rib Roasts
(place order 2 days before)

4932 N. Watervliet Rd.
463-6127

OF AMERICA oo
e S S Geatputéc

selecte ner spec

i st | i
deticious Broasted Chicken | 104 N. Main
M-140 Waterviiet 463-4212 | Atthe Corner 463-496
; Massago * Reflexology * Reiki *

o ¥ , -

§ 4 HoidySpcld %
; é 3 Ahrkassage 5
R 3-Relociogy $9
- Ny

% Detoxn' Olis * Soaps * Natural Make-up *

———————————————————



http://www.themovlelibrary.org
http://www.kiiiisismneeiies.cim

